

















— THe ee 
NURSING 
TIMES 


SATURDAY 


Mar, 29, 1924 











a 























i 





CONTENTS. 

NURSING NOTES 
EVENTS OF THE WEEK 
[THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT O 

PROLAPSI 
DIFFIDENCE AND SELF-CONFIDENCE 
POLITICS 
Ministry of Health 
HAIR 


LonDON OPHTHALMIC Ho 


NURSING 
XI Che 
HYGIENE OF THI 
THE Royal 
GENERAL NURSING COUNCII 
SCOTTISH NOTES 
PROBLEMS AND OPINIONS 
APPOINTMENTS 
MIDWIFERY 


THE JOURNAL OF 





All editorial communications to be addressed to the Editor, 
Tue Nvursinc Times, Messrs. Macmillan and Co., Ltd., St. 
Martin’s Street, London, W.C.2. Letters relating to advertisements 
subscriptions, orders for copies, etc., should be addressed to the 
(Yearly subse 8/8; half-yearly, 4/4; three 
months, 2/2 post free.) 


NURSING NOTES. 
PROGRESS OF REGISTRATION. 
APPLICATIONS for registration as intermediate 
nurses are coming in well, and are likely to increase 
In the fortnight ended March 8th they numbered 85 
and during the five weeks to that date 342 appli- 
cations for registration were received, bringing 
the total number received since the registers 
were opened to 42,496. Cf that number 37,000 
have been approved and the applicants duly 
registered. Over 4,700 applications, made mostly 
during the rush period just prior to the expiring 
of the period of grace, have still to be dealt with 
If the period of grace is by chance extended, as 
apparently would not surprise the Council in 
view of a remark dropped at the last meeting, 
existing nurses’ applications would again be in 
order and add to the labours of the Registration 

Committee. 
G.N.C.S NEW OFFICES. 

THERE has been some comment on the decision 
of the Council to acquire new and larger premises 
as offices. But anyone who will take the trouble 
to assimilate the statement of the Chairman, made 
at the last meeting of the Council, will appreciate 
the absolute necessity for the change; which is to 
be made on most advantageous terms. Number 
20, Portland Place is a beautiful house, and one 


Manager. ription, 


that will supply the needs of the Council for all 
time. It re ally proves the State 
registration Oo great has been the responst from 
nurses to have their names inscribed on the State 
Registers that in order to preserve the documents 
involved, maintain the large registers, cope with 
the financial side of the undertaking, and last but 
not least, set up the machinery for the examination 
of nurses over a large area—a work the importance 
of which is not sufficiently appreciated—larger 
and more commodious premises are essential in 
order that the work may be effectively carried 
out. The new home constitutes a crowning 
triumph and a stately memorial to the work that 
has already been accomplished 
THE RETENTION FEE. 

THE Council appears to be experiencing some 
difficulty in gathering in the retention fees, the 
non-payment of which means the exclusion, both 
from the manuscript and printed registers and 
legal inability to style oneself a registered nurse 
Neglect to pay this small sum in order to perpetuate 
what has cost eight and sometimes sixteen times 
as much is exceedingly stupid, and can only be 
attributed to carelessness on the part of 
those concerned, for no one would in the ci 
cumstances deliberately refuse to remit it to the 
Registrar. We would, therefore, earnestly appeal 
to nurses to assist the Council in this matter, not 
only for their own sakes, but in order to avoid 
trouble and expense, the saving of which must be a 
benefit to the whole body of registered nurses 

EXISTING NURSES. 

Dk, CHAPPLE is asking the Minister of Health, 
in the House of Commons this week, whether 
the Law Officers of the Crown had advised that 
existing nurses might until July, 1925, apply for 
registration under the Nurses’ Registration 
(Amendment) Act, 1919, passed by Parliament 
on July 7th, 1923, and, if so, whether this right 
would extend to all other applicants qualified 
under Section 3 of that Act, if they could comply 
with the conditions set out in the amendment 
referred to. 

THE G.N.C. AND THE M.P. ASSOCIATION. 

WE are gratified to learn that collaboration 
regarding the training and examination of mental 
nurses between the G.N.C. and the M.P. Associa- 
tion has not.only been agreed upon by both bodies, 
but that the eight members of the Association, 
who are to constitute an Advisory Committee 
on the matter, are to meet the Mental Nursing 
Committee of the Council in April. Hence 


success ol 
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another stage has been reached in this important 
proceed'ng. There appears to be an idea in some 
minds that the Council in doing what it has 
decided upon, is delegating its statutory powers. 
It is doing nothing of the kind. It is merely 
seeking the advice and assistance of a body which 
has been training and examining mental nurses 
for thirty years—advice and assistance which is 
indispensable. To be in a position to acquire 
such gratuitous advice and yet to be able to dis- 
pense with it if thought fit is a decidedly 
favourable situation; one upon which those who 
helped to bring it about may heartily congratulate 
themselves 
RECOGNITION OF 
I:LSEWHERE in this issue 
first list of London and Provincial 
pitals to be recognised by the G.N.C. as having 
schools for mental nurses. In submitting the 
list Dr. Bedford Pierce mentioned, in reply to 
juestions, that the Maudsley Hospital contained 
no certified or chronic patients, and was under- 
institutions 
Whether 
or no this 
with the recent Harnett case is open to question, 
but it seems to us that the voluntary reception 
instead of the certification of patients in mental 
institutions would, in a large number of cases, 
constitute a grave menace to the public. — Evi- 
dently under the lunacy law as it stands at 
present doctors are subject to heavy ‘penalties 
for wrongful or careless certification when such 
can be proved, and it is to be hoped that the law 
will be modified so as to afford reasonable pro- 
tection to the medical profession rather than 
allowed to remain as it is and encourage doctors 
to disinclination in the matter of certification, 
thus exposing the public to unnecessary dangers. 


ILOSPITALS AND THE PERIOD OF TRAINING 

IN connection with the proposal to recognise 
certain London and _ Frovincial hospitals as 
training schools for mental nurses, Mr. Stratton 
raised he question, at the last meeting of the 
G.N.C., of the period stipulated for training. The 
Chairman stated that although the Council's rule 
was that in the case of a general traimed nurse 
two years was sufficient for training in mental 
nursing and vice versa, the Council could not 
oblige any hospital to take people for two years 
The same, of course, is true of the general nurse 
probationer who is, in nearly every case, now 
obliged to serve for four years in order to undergo 
a training which the Council says can be completed 
in three. Except by breaking her contract, she 
cannot leave at the end of three years, although 
she has sat successfully for her final by that time, 
however urgently she may desire to qualify in 
order, perhaps, to take up an attractive post 
It can hardly be said that this prolonging of the 
period of training, although it may be to the 
benefit of the hospital, is in the best interests of 
ots, 


HOSPITALS. 
found the 
mental hos- 


MENTAL 


will be 


stood to be in favour of more 


accepting patients on a voluntary basis 
connecting view 


one is justified in 
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RETIREMENT OF MATRON.IN-CHIEF. 


Tue head departs—long live the head! This 
week sees the chair of the Matron-in-Chief of 
Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing 
Service no longer occupied by Miss Beadsmore 
Smith, but by her successor, Miss F. M. 
Hodgins. It is the rule that the Matron-in-Chief 
must relinquish office after four years, however 
young and energetic she may be. Miss Beads- 
more Smith’s very cheerful and human per- 
sonality will be greatly missed. She was trained 
at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, where she was 
sister, and served in the Army Nursing Service 
Reserve from 1899 to 1903, when she was appointed 
to the O.A.I.M.N.S. as matron. She saw war 
service in South Africa, and during the late war 
in France from 1914 to 1917, when she was re- 
called to work in the War Cffice. She has been 
mentioned in despatches and awarded the R.R.C. 
and bar and the C.B.E., and is an honorary 
serving sister of St. John and a Chevalier of the 
Legion d’Honneur. She was appointed Matron- 
in-Chief in August, 1919. 


On the eve of her departure Miss A. Beads- 


more Smith and Miss F. M. Hodgins had the 
honour of being entertained by Sir William 


Leishman and the officers of the Army Medical 
Service to dinner at the Royal Army Medical 
College, Grosvenor Road, on Friday, March 21st. 
They were invited, not as women but as officers, 
and a most enjoyable evening was spent, which 
afforded Miss Beadsmore Smith a unique oppor- 
tunity, before retiring from the Service, of 
meeting and saying good-bye to many old 
friends. She will shortly leave for a visit to 
South Africa, 


THE NEW MATRON-IN-CHIEPF. 


Miss F. M. Hopeins, R.R.C., the new 
Matron-in-Chief, was trained at the Metropolitan 
Hospital, London, and joined the Army Nursing 
Reserve in 1900, serving until 1903, 
was appointed to the Q.A.I.M.N.S 
She has a long record of war service—South 
\frica, 1900 to 1905; France, 1914 to 1915; 
Mudros, 1915, and Mesopotamia and India, 1916. 
She took up official duty at the War Office in 
1919. She was mentioned in despatches four 
times during the late war, awarded the R.R.C. 
in 1915, and the bar in 1919. 


Her Principal Matron at the War Office will 
be Miss Kosabelle ( isborne, wae R.R.C., who 
was trained at the Manchester Children’s Hos- 
pital, Pendlebury, and Bristol Royal Infirmary, 
and has served with the Q.A.I.M.N.S. since 
May, 1903. She saw war service from 191+ to 
1920 in France, Egypt, Malta, Salonika, and with 
the Army of the Black Sea. 


Service 
when she 


In addition to her decorations she is Honorary 
Sister of St. John of Jerusalem, and holds the 
Médaille d’honneur des epidémies de la Marine. 
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INDIAN ARMY SERVICE. 

THe amalgamation of the Military Nursing EVENTS OF THE WEEK. 
Service for India with the Queen Alexandra Varch 26th. 1924 
imperial Military Nursing Service, which we 
foreshadowed recently, will shortly be an accom 


plished fact. Such co-ordination always makes 
for economy and efficiency, it will mean a large 
addition to the ranks of the Q.A.I.M.N.S and 
more opportunity for foreign The 
Chief Lady Superintendent of the Indian Ser 
vice will become a Principal Matron under the 
new régime. 
COLLEGE COURSE FOR SISTER-TUTORS. 
AN international course in training school 
administration has arranged at Bedford 
College under the League of Red Cross Societies 
in conjunction with the College of Nursing, to 
begin next September. Only nurses with at 
least two years’ training will be considered, and 
preference will given to those already 
appointed to executive or teaching positions in 
schools. As students are expected from various 
countries with different practices, each will be 
given an individual course based on previous 
education, professional training and experience ; 
but all will take the principles of hospital and 
nursing school administration, educational psv- 
chology, methods and history of teaching and 
nursing, and principles of institutional care and 
practical work. All information § may 
obtained from the League (Nursing Division), 
2, Avenue Velasquez, Paris (VIIle). 


sery ice. 


been 


be 


be 


G.N.C. ASSISTANT REGISTRAR RESIGNS. 
THE resignation of Miss Parsloe, owing to ill- 


health, from the position of Assistant Kegistrar 


to the G.N.( will be regarded with universal 
regret. Miss Parsloe, a Poor Law trained nurse, 


whose training was referred to with pride by the 
Poor Law representatives on the Council when 


she was appointed, had rendered faithful and 
onerous service during the past four years. During 
the absence of Miss kKiddell she has from time 


to time acted as Registrar, and has wonderfully 


relieved her chief by taking entire charge of 
certain committees. We wish her a_ speedy 


recovery to health, and share the regret of the 
Council that she was unable to reconsider her 
decision to relinquish her appointment. 

LONGER MIDWIFERY TRAINING. 

A MUCH needed reform in midwifery training, 
advocated for many years, is now accepted, and 
will probably be put into force in about two years’ 
time. This is the lengthening of the training 
from six months to one 


year (for tramed nurses 
six months). It has been found impossible to 
teach all that should be known in six months, 


and the extended training will be a great advantage 
to the midwife, to her patients and to the nation 
Trained nurses will have to give six instead of 
four months, and must therefore allow more time 
and more money for this branch. 


| 


g i? rein ! pl I nt since t Armist 
has st the ‘ intr’ 392 250.000 [ 
total include the cost of post-war re-sett 





ment ol ! mbers His Majesty's For i 
actual expenditure on unemployment insurance ca 
to £170,438,000, of which emplovers contribute 
(354.311.0000 iI empl ved persons 49.463 000 
Che Government has decided to abandon the schen 
for the construction of a naval base at Singapore 
A resolution move by Mr. Seeley that the construs 


rs was not justified was defeated 
blind persons 


tion of tive new cruise 

4 Bill has been introduced to give to 
who have attained the age of 30, pensions equivalent 
to those paid under the Old Age Pensions Act 

[The Government is not immediately to introduce 
a Miners’ Minimum Wages Bill, but negotiations hav: 
been resumed between iners 

At a by-election for the Abbey Division of 
minster, Mr. Winston Churchill was 
votes, the figures being 8,187 and 8,144 

London tramway and men, numbering 
$1,000, went on strike on Friday at midnight for an 
increase of Ss. a They rejected arbitration 
but the Minister of Labour has set up a court of inquiry 
[he tramways carry 2,000,000 passengers a day and 


owners and m 
West 
defeated by 43 


omnibus 


week 


the ‘buses 4,000,000 

Four hundred electricians employed at Wembley 
for the Empire Exhibition have come out on strike 

Sir William MacEwen, the distinguished surgeon 
has died 

Sergt. James McCall, a Crimean veteran and the 
oldest ex-serviceman in England, has died at the ag 
of 99 

Some cases of small-pox have urred in Derbyshire 
Yorkshire and Northumberland 

Three Britis rmen have started on a flight round 
the world 

Irish Free State troops surrounded public-house 
in Dublin w t utinous officers had assembled 
Eventually t f their number were ster 

While a party of British soldiers on leave and some 
civilians were landing at Queenstown, four men it 
the unifor1 Irish Free State soldiers fired on them 
from a Rolls-Rovce car wit machine Chey then 
made off it slowed down later to fire at H.M.S 
Scythe Ww wever, was bevond their range One 
soldier was fatally wounded, 20 other soldiers woundes 
some serious! 3 civilians, including two women, an 





grave has expressed his 


two childrer 


horror and detestation of the cowardly crime, and his 
Government ve offered 410,000 for information 
that will kk to the arrest f the murderers All 
political parties in t State repudiate the outrage 
No informat s been receiver t the men or the 
car 

A collision t K place on the [Thames between a 
British an American ship The British shy 
suffered most and 8 of her crew were killed and several 
injured 

The Ostend- Basle Express had a collision on Monday, 
and 8 were killed and 16 injured 

The Indian Gove nent’s Fina Bill was defeated 
bv three vot 

At Cawnpore the trial of 8 Indians f s of 
Bolshevik organisat i i> beg 

General Nivelle, the defender of Verdun, has died 

On Sunday Italy celebrated the fift inniversar\ 
of Fascisn It was started in Milan by a small group 
of combatants against the menacing tide of socialist 
anarchy 

[The Greek Republic was proclaimed vyester 
the Greek nat fete day 

\ Britis two Indian soldiers were killec 
in ambush on the Indian trontier 
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THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF GENITAL 
PROLAPSE.* 


(Concluded), 


By JAMES Puittips, F.R.C.S.E. Senior Hon. Surgeon to the- Bradford Royal Infirmary. 
President of the Bradford Division, B.M.A. 


The operation of election is an elaborate, plastic 
dissection, commonly known as Fothergill’s opera- 
tion. 

The patient is placed im the lithotomy position 
and the cervix drawn down with vulcellum forceps. 

A triangular flap of anterior vaginal wall with 
its apex near the urethra is dissected up. As 
origmally performed the aim in doing a col- 
porrhaphy was to raw the mucous surface and 
take a tuck in the redundant vaginal lining 
membrane, and I can remember 20 years ago how 
happy the operator was when he had managed to 
complete his dissection without getting into the 
submucosa 

In the modern operation the whole thickness 
of the mucous membrane removed and the 
connective tissues widely exposed. If the cervix 
is long o1 unhealthy the incision is carried round 
it and a V-shaped piece. of posterior vaginal 
wall marked out. The whole quadrilateral vaginal 
flap including the cervix is then removed. 

Catgut stitches are inserted as far out as possible 
and are made to take a big bite of the para- 
metrium. When these sutures are tied the lateral 
supports of the uterus and upper vagina are 
shortened to the extent of the breadth of the 
excised portion of the vaginal wall 

(One specimen exhibited measured 9} inches 
antero-posteriorly and 4} inches transversely.) 

Startmg behind, the flaps are stitched to the 
cut margin of the cervical canal and then the 
wide raw surface in front is gradually covered in. 

The second stage of the operation is a peri- 
neorrhaphy (suture of the perineum. Forceps 
are placed so as to mark the points which, when 
approximated, will leave a vaginal orifice of normal 
size. A transverse incision is made along the 
muco-cutaneous junction of the posterior vagina 
wall and the recto-vaginal space freely opened 
up. A triangular flap of superfluous mucosa is 
removed ; catgut stitches catch up the levator ani 
musculature as high up and as far out as possible 
and bring the tissues together in the middle line. 
As in the anterior colporrhaphy (suture of the 
vagina) the result aimed at to take up the 
“slack”’ and tighten up the connective tissue 
supports of the uterus. As many stitches are 
applied as suffice to coapt the opposing surfaces 
satisfactorily, and finally the mucous and skin 
edges are accurately sutured. 

The operation technique has to be modified at times 
where other conditions co-exist with the prolapse. 

(1) If the colporrhaphy stitches are properly 


is 


is 


*Summary of the Presidential Address read at the 
Annual Meeting of the Bradford Division of the British 
Medical Association in October, 1923. 


J 


placed the uterus is not only pulled upwards 
but forwards, so as to correct the retro-version 
which is the usual accompaniment of prolapse. 
When, however, the uterus is retroflexed and the 
fundus lies in Douglas’s pouch it is well to combine 
an abdominal ventro-suspension with the vaginal 
operation ; otherwise backache and rectal pressure 
symptoms may persist. 


(2) Cases occur in which, along with pro- 
lapse, there exists some condition of the uterus 
which makes it desirable to remove it. The 


combined operation consists in making the in- 
cisions for the vaginal plastic operation, then 
freeing and removing the uterus, and next, 
before suturing the vaginal flaps, carefully bringing 
together in the middle line the tissues from either side 
of the pelvis, In other words, the central portion 
of the “‘ swingbridge’’’ having been removed, the 
two lateral portions must be carefully stitched 
together so as to reconstruct the bridge. Removal 
of the uterus is to be regarded not as a help m 
the cure of the prolapse, but as an added difficulty. 

When it hecomes necessary to attempt a cure 
for vaginal prolapse in a patient whose uterus has 
previously been removed, the prospects of success 
are far from good. The parametrium will have 
atrophied and there is likely to be considerable 
difficulty in finding tissue enough to suture as 
a support for the vagina. 

What operation earns the surgeon the greatest 
meed of gratitude ? was an after-dinner question, 
once debated by a number of medical men. 
| fancy the sufferer from prolapse who has been 
successfully operated on will be as likely as most 
to feel grateful for her relief from what is usually 
a condition of wearing discomfort and distress, 
not threatening life, but takmg from it much of 
its pleasure, and in many cases producing a 
condition of neurasthenia, as well as physical 
disability. 

I could not have believed,” said a lady whom 
I recently treated, ‘“‘how great a difference having 
the womb put right would make. Before, | 
always felt as if I was sittmg on something out 
of place. I hadn’t been long out of bed before 
my back began to ache, and long before bedtime 
it was a misery to walk or stand, or even to sit. 
But what most astonishes me is the difference 
it has made to my spirits. The absence of back- 
ache and bearing down has made me enjoy the 
little happenings of everyday. I used to feel 
that there was no pleasure in looking forward to 
anything which would require effort; now I 
joyfully anticipate and positively revel in many 
forms of work and play which formerly. could 


Marcu 29, 1924. 


THE NURSING TIMES 291 





The Pathology and Treatment of Genital 
Prolapse.—(cont.) 


not have been done without an aftermath of 
physical distress and mental depression.”’ 

Men whose hours of labour are limited by 
lezislation can hardly realise what the constant 
strain must be for the woman in the cottace- 
house who has to be up early and goes late to bed, 
who has no trade union to say she must not work 
more than eight hours a day or to limit the nature 
of her work. She is cook, housemaid, laundress, 
sempstress, shopper and nurse all in one, and when 
in good health must be very often tired and 
erwrought. 

If she suffers from prolapse toil must be drudgery 
and life often a miseiable existence. 

To such a woman it is, in my view, the duty of 
any doctor whom she may consult to explain that 
the condition is one for which has been devised an 
operation, the risks of which are small and the 
results of which are almost always very good. The 
patient may then be left to make her own choice, 
whether to run the small risk of operation or to be 
satisfied with whatever relief may be obtained 
by the use of pessaries, etc. 


{ 


DIFFIDENCE AND SELF-CONFIDENCE, 


hiffidence nd self-assurance were hot deviations 
the normal (self-confident said Dr. Crnichton-Miller 
Union Hut, W.~ last week rhe higher grad¢ 
entally defective was in some ways self-assure let 
learn the lesson of his inadequacy if no undue hurt 
fall him; t low grade defective was unaware of his 
nitations The child who felt that he was not as others 


elt a sense of inferiority and adopted the onposite pose 
small people were invariably self-assertive; often the 


overgrown also, because ridiculed as “‘ lamp posts at 





school In folie circulaire ”’ in an adult the pendulum 
swung to and fro between morbid self-criticism and 
stentation, a sort of modified dual personality traceable 
to early influences Race and colour were important 
vsical factors, and one Anglo-Chinese girl expressed 

er repressed sense of inferiority by championing the 
llowers of Confucius as equal or superior to the Anglo- 
Saxons Deformities also counted. Children could be 
cruel and snobbish, and a parent sinned against a child 
sending it to school in eccentric or shabby clothes or 
l]-provided with pocket money. Again, it was a gross 





to let a girl feel her sex as an offence; the cesire to 
i father in some way led one patient to romantic 
r heroic fabrications and even delinquencies. A child 
iad already his problem, namely, the meeting of adult 
demands : to emphasise sin, God's laws, ana a debit and 
credit account, even if onlv as a convenient adjunct 
) discipline, caused him to feel his sense of inferiority 
too keenly The matter must be delicately handled, if 


mpress her 


at all Self-confidence was poise, taking oneself at the 


real and not the fantasy valuation, helping one to grapple 
with life; boasting undermined character, and disturbed 


pore and composure 


C.S.M.M.G. 

4 most interesting and varied programme has been 
arranged by the Chartered Society of Massage and Medical 
Gynmastics for its Congress on April 3rd till 5th Lectures 
on internal secretions, pseudo paralysis and post-mater- 
nity work, demonstrations at Chelsea College of Physical 
Education, treatments of constipation, sciatica, etc., 
and a talk on pyschology by Anna Maud Hallam All 
particulars may be had from the Secretary, at 157, 
Great Portland Street, London, W. 


WOMEN SANITARY INSPECTORS AND 
H.V. ASSOCIATION. 


The annual dinner of the Women Sanitary Inspectors’ 
and Health Visitors’ Association was held at the Criterion 
Restaurant on March 15th, about eightv members and 
guests being present 

[The Viscountess Rhondda J P., as President presided 
and among the guests were Dr. Haden Guest, Parliamen 
tary Private Secretary to the Minister of Health, Mr 
Percy Alden, M.P. for South Tottenham, Mrs. Percy 
Alden, M.D., Professor Sommerville (of King’s Collegs 
Dr. Lilian Wilson (Board of Education), and other medical 
men and women 

Lady Rhondda, in proposing the toast of ‘* Our Guests 
said that the work upon which health visitors were en- 
gaged was of the utmost importance, its object being to 
lav the foundations of a healthv race Dr. Haden Guest 
endorsed the remarks made by Lady Rhondda as to the 
importance of the work undertaken by members of the 


Association This work could only be done satisfactorily 
by well qualified women, and it was only right that a 
high rate f remuneration should be given in return 


been surprised at the patience which had been 
displayed by women public health workers with regard 
to salaries The recent decision of the Minister of Health 
with reference to the salaries of sanitary inspectors and 
itors in the London district was a step in the 


The members of the Dinner Committee are to be con 
] the excellence of the arrangements, it 
being unanimously agreed that the dinner was one of the 

ost successful functions which the Association had held 





The 10th annual meeting of the Nationa] Association 

for the Prevention of Tuberculosis will be held in London 
: 2, a 

Che f wing nurses received medals and prizes at the 

e IJnfirmar Silver medal awarded to Nurse 


Coffin, Bronze medal, Nurse Rundle, Superintendent 
Nurse’s prize, Nurse Clifford, Medical Officer’s prize 
Nurse Wilsden 











Photo by James's 
Miss F. M. Hoperns, R.R.C., 
the new Matron-in-Chief, Q.A.1.M.N.S, 
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POLITICS. 


XI.—THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH. 


HE close connection of the nursing profession 

> and the Ministry of Health through the 

Nurses Registration Act demands an ex- 

planation of the powers and limitations of this 

Government Department (its functions are 
expressed in its name) 

The Minister of Health is an official authority 
whose consent to many necessary measures agreed 
upon by the G.N.C. is essential, and it is 
in his power to refuse to sanction its rules and 
regulations if he does not consider them advisable. 
He is also responsible to Parliament, both 

irectly under the Nurses Registration Act and as 
one of the Ministers. If he refuses his signature 
he can be questioned in Parliament, supposing a 

ursing society—or even an_ individual—can 
interest a member sufficiently to get a question 
isked 

But the Ministry of Health, as its name implies, 
has other matters as well as nursing to attend te. 
lt is the authority to which all matters relating 
to the care of the sick may be referred ; doctors, 
public health authorities, public institutions for 
the sick, can all bring their grievances to it, and its 

ssistance must be given with due regard to the 
health services of the nation as a whole. The 
panel practice is a case in point: the doctors held 
that it was being administered in such a way as 
to discourage the best type of practitioner, and 
was thus subjecting ‘panel patients to treatment 
by inexperienced men, and the Ministry was the 
Government Department with which the. doctors 
had to deal. Again, the Poor Law Authorities 
protested against certain proposals of the G.N.C. 
which, it was held, would make it impossible to 
provide enough nurses for the sick in enough 
Poor Law institutions; this also had to be dealt 
with by the Ministry. 

Since all its expenses have to be sanctioned by 
Parliament, it is not possible for the Ministry 
to make grants just when it likes, but on the other 
hand, it has the same power as other departments 
to obtain the sanction of Parliament for definite 
items of expenditure if it can show that they will 
be to the advantage of the health services of the 
country. Some nurses, apparently, think the 
Ministry ought to bear some part at least of the 
expenses of administering the Nurses Registration 
Act. But this would be to single out a group of 
persons—the nurses—from the rest of the nation 
for special favour, and would be unfair to other 
groups whose claims might be equally good, and 
if all these claims were granted we should 
hear more even than we hear now about the 
poor tax-payer! For it is out of our pockets, 
whether we pay taxes directly or only as additions 

to rent and cost of living, that the enormous 
sums spent by a Government come. Moreover, 
State aid always means more State control, and 
it is much better to have no grant and a large 


amount of self-government and the cignity of 
legal status, as under the present Act 

But if the Ministry has a certain degree of 
control over the national health services, it also 
has the power of bringing its influence to bear in 
support of reforms, to which [arliament will 
naturally give far more sympathy and consicera- 
tion if they have the support of the Ministry as 
representing the health services 

The attitude of the Minister of Health on any 
point depends a great deal on the way in which 
it is presented to him. In presenting a nursing 
question, for example, one must take into account 
effect on institutions, doctors and the sick 
public, all of whom have an equal right of appeal! 
to the Minister; for nurses to consider only their 
own profession would be to merit scant sympathy 
and, probably, protests from other branches of th 
health services. Gn the other hand, nurses 
should not forget that they have this right of 
appeal equally with other branches, and that if 
they show due consideration for those other 
branches, present their case on duly organised 
lines, and are unanimous—as was the case with 
the doctors in the panel dispute—they may 
depend upon securing at least a fair hearing. 


its 


ARMY NURSES FIFTY YEARS AGO. 


Longmore, of Woolstone, Hants 
that Sir W Robertson, speaking at St 
Pancras recently, stated that in 1877 there were “ n 
nurses in the Army She moved with her husband fron 
Chatham to the Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley, when it 
was opened in April, 1863. On May 2nd of that 
there was a note in her husband’s diary about Miss Shaw 
Stewart, who was the Superintendent of Nurses for some 
years after the hospital was opened; this proved he 
recollection that nurses were there in 1863 Probably 
concluded Lady Longmore, there were no nurses at small 
stations, and that may have been Sir W. Robertson’s 
experience 

Field-Marshal Sir William Robertson 
sick got their medicine about 36 hours after they reported 
sick. There were no nurses in the army then, the nursing 
being carried out by the hospital orderly who slept it 
the room . and whose attention to his patients was 
regulated by the tips he received from them. 


Lady writing to t 


Times, 


says 


year 


had sadt 


The British Humane Association, Humanity House 
11, Yufton Street, Westminster, S.W.1, has a fine exhibi 
tion of Child Life and Educational Pictures, Panels anc 
Friezes, the object being to point out the intimate relatior 
of health and cleanliness to morals [be pictures show 
the mother cared for in pregnancy, the baby and, later 
the child taught good habits, care of the teeth, and con- 
trol of temper. The idea is that physical efficiency is 
of printe importance, and later the boy or girl should be 
taught “‘ how to live, rather than how to get a living 
The pigtures of birds and animals and their protection 
are most interesting and charming. The exhibition is 
open free till March 3lst, 10 to 5 o clock. 

The Camberwell Infirmary is in future to be known as 
St. Gile’s Hospital. 
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THE HYGIENE OF THE HAIR. 


By EpwIn Wooton. 


|—BRUSHING AND WASHING. 


“HE hair is a growth that has been produced 
for a special purpose, that of protection— 
on the scalp against cold and heat, on 

the eyelids and over the orbits against direct 
light. Hair atrophies when no_ physiological 
demand is made on it. In this regard it resembles 
every other tissue, part and organ ol the body 
Hair is found all over the body, save on the hand 
palms, foot-soles, nails and mucous surfaces 

- There are two varieties of hair on every body, 
the lanugo and the common The first is a 
lowny growth, an atrophied form of common 
hair, into which it can be developed 

\ hair, whatever its kind or situation, is pointed 
it its “* birth ind remains so until cut.” A cut 
hair never regains its point. Every hair has a 
life history. When it is healthy it lives out its 
prt riod, falls, and has its place taken by another 
hair from the old root It is a living structure, 
ind, like all others, is affected by the general 
bodily nutrition and health. Childhood, puberty, 
middle-age and senile decay influence its growth 
ind character. Gout, rheumatism, tuberculosis, 
scrofula, fevers, nervous exhaustion and many 
other disorders of the system also affect the hair. 

But, notwithstanding the fact that the hair 
condition reacts to states of the system, it can 
have disorders of purely local origin. In all 
cases, too, whether a hair disorder is merely 
local or of systemic origin, treatment may be 
advantageously directed to the hair itself. This 
fact justifies the writing of these articles. 

In the white races most hairs are round on 
section and round hairs do not curl markedly. 
In the negro the hairs are oval on section and do 
curl. But these two varieties are not sharply 
demarcated. They overlap, so that on one body 
round and oval hairs can be found, the proportions 
varying as greatly as any others in the natural 
economy. 

Cold and heat alike promote growth in the 
same way, by increasing the blood supply of the 
hair roots. But this is brought about by very 
lifferent processes. 

fo keep the hair m good condition, and to 
bring it into good condition one should approxi- 
mate the environment to that which is natural: 
that is the parts exposed to atmospheric influence. 
\nd, apart from heat and cold, there is another 
factor working in such exposure: the scalp is 
ventilated. 

Always the scalp glands are pouring out their 
secretions. Always the germ laden dust of the 
ur finds a breeding ground on a dirty scalp. 


Kancid products of decomposition poison the 


scalp. Free ventilation hinders all this. The 


dry dust is easily brushed or combed away, and 
the vapours pass off. 


There is sound science in the hatless habit. It 
has done more to promote luxuriant growth o 
hair than all the purely medicinal aids ever 
introduced. In adopting the hatless habit on 
is using the means by which Mother Nature first 
produced hair. 

Art Steps In. 

Hair gets into knots and tangles. So humanity 
invented the comb No substitute has ever bee 
found. But a comb may be rightly or wrongl\ 
shaped, and be rightly or wrongly used. The right 
kind of comb is one with large teeth, well rounde: 
and blunt-pointed The comb with fine teetl 
fractures and cuts the hairs and its sharp points 
irritate the scalp The comb should be brought 
right down upon the scalp. This massages th 
surface and helps the circulation 

Brushing is for the removal of dust and th: 
smoothing of the hair. A brush should always 
have very soft bristles. They cannot be too soft 
Harsh bristles damage the hairs. The use of 
brush of the right kind gives the hair an added 
sheen, whereas a harsh brush dulls the hair. 

Hair needs washing periodically; the frequenc: 
depends on the natural state of the scalp—whethe: 
greasy or dry; also on the occupation and atmos- 
phere. Speaking broadly, once in three weeks 
is sufficiently often. 

Many women find no drawback to the use of 
hot water and soap, followed by rinsing in repeate 
waters. Others, who object to the direct use of 
soap, make a lather; but some detest the employ- 
ment of soap in any way. These may find theit 
difficulties relieved by washing the head in 
quart of warm water to which a tablespoonful 
of tincture of quillaia has been added. A rinsing 
must always follow. 

There are some who cannot use water on account 
of liability to chill. For these the dry shampx 
is of service. A properly compounded powd: 
is shaken from a perforated sprinkler over th 
hair. The powder is well combed through th 
growth, and is subsequently brushed away. It 
is supposed to carry with it acquired dust. 

Here is a good recipe for a dry shampoo: 
Powdered talc, 140 grains; powdered iris, 2 
grains; starch powder, 20 grains; borax powder 
20 grains; flowers of sulphur, 20 grains; hydr 
chlorate of pilocarpine, 2 grains; salicylic acid, 
4 grains 

That will suffice for one occasion of using. It 
is to be kept in mind that the dry shampoo is 
not strictly hygienic. There can be no satis- 
factory substitute for washing. 

fetrachloride of carbon and similar agents 
should be shunned. They are dangerous to life, 
injurious to the hair growth, and have the sok 
advantage of allowing the hair to dry rapidly. 
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THE ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 


HIS hospital, better known as “ Moorfields,”’ 

4} is the oldest eye hospital in England. It is in 

a busy and crow’ed area of London, City Road; 

patients and students for ophthalmic instruction come 
from all parts of the world 

* There are 138 beds. The wards, which look most 





REMOVING A FOREIGN Bopy 


comfortable, are varied in size; the largest contains 18 
beds, and there are small wards for special cases (such as 
trachoma) and isolation. The children’s ward with 15 
beds is well supplied with toys and a gramophone. The 
wards have day rooms for meals, recreation or concerts, 
and there is a smoking room for the men. The ward 
kitchens are large and well fitted with steam heaters for 
keeping food or plates warm; also sterilizers and steam 
oilers for a constant supply of boiling water. 

[he theatre has a students’ gallery The two large 
magnets (Haab’s and the ring-magnet) for the 
removal of embedded pieces of metal are of 
special interest. Slater’s saline apparatus, with a 
thermometer attached, is in constant use 

The out-patient department covers a large area 
nd is a very busy place, as many as 400 patients 
attending daily; the air is kept fresh and sweet by 
large fans As 4,000 foreign bodies alone are re 

1oved from the surface of the eye apart from all the 
‘ther cases treated, and no fewer than 18,000 pair of 
glasses are supplied durng the year, a little of the 
ctivity of this department can be imagined 

Sister Kitchen, trained at the Royal Infirmary, 
eicester, has had charge of this department for 
early 20 years, and has helped to train many 
students and nurses 

[he department has many branches, including 

bacteriological room where much research work 


s done (it is the greatest help to the surgeon to know 
e particular kind of germ infection with which he 
las to deal The museum contains many valuable 
specimens 
The surgery and out-patient theatre is supplied 
with Chalk’s drop bottles and every appliance for 
the relief of eye troubles. Little trays are arranged 
ready forthe-treatment of corneal ulcers. Ointment 
isused from tubes, a much more aseptic method 
than the use of boxes. The fomentation pads are 
special interest; they are made of gamgee and 
ve oleproserion (a perfect substitute for oil silk 


attached. Rolier bandages are used in this department, 


although Moorfields has its special cataract bandage 
The permeter room, for taking the field of vision 
contains one of these instruments specially designed by 


Sir William Lister, nephew of the great Lister, and there 


is an electric colour tester. There is also a fully-equipped 
dental department. The ophthalmoscopic room 


the examination of patients. Partitioned off from 
the large hall is the consulting room; this is a model 
of exactitude and tidiness, everything on the eight 
desks is in the same order, so that the surgeons 
can lay theirhands on what they require without 
the least hesitation. The printed cards for the 
direction of patients are excellent, very clear and 
definite; these must be most helpful for home 
treatment There is a V.D. clinic for adults and 
babies, a waiting hall for new patients, a spectack 
room}and a dispensary 


Two lady almoners have an office in the O.P 
department; the L.C.C. organiser, wno also has 
atroom, takes care of the children and sees that 
the treatment ordered is carried out 

There is a canteen for patients; students are 


supplied with meals in a messroom alloted to them 
The lecture room has a fine epidiascope for showin 
specimens. 


The boardroom is of great interest and contains 
photographs of our great specialists who have done 
so much for the perfecting of eye surgery and for 
the cure of eye diseases : it is indeed a room to 
be proud of ! 


The medical library contains books upon eye 
diseases in all languages and from all parts of the world. 


In a chat with Miss Pollett, the matron, our representa 
tive learnt something of the training and experience 
gained by the nursing staff. Miss Pollett was trained at 
the London Hospital, and held the post of ward sister 
at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford; assistant matron at 
the Nottingham Genera! Hospital; matron of Abingdon 
Cottage Hospital, and of Maida Vale Hospital for Paralysis 
and has been matron of Moorfields for 17 vears. The 
nurses have a two years’ course; they receive lectures, 
eye training and instruction in the subjects laid down in 





STEEL PARTICLE REMOVED BY MAGNET 


is very large, and contains 18 compartments for 
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the first vear of the G.N.C. svlilabus \ certificate is 


given on completion of training 








Cherefis great need for larger accommodation for the 
staff, and for nursing sickness or any infectious illness. 
L.c.Cc. SCHOOL NURSING STAFF. 

Che sixtv school nursing sisters and nurses in each of 
the five divisions, into which the City of London is 
divided for school medical purposes, are supervised by 
five assistant superintendents, one for each division, who 
together .vith an assistant superintendent at the head office 
are, in turn, controlled a superintendent Her salary 


is £300 a vear, rising by £20 annum to #400. That 
of the assistant superintendents has just been raised from 


per 


£140 to £170 a vear to £150, rising by vearly increments 
of £10 to £200 per annum with uniform. School nursing 
sisters are paid at the rate of 4110 a year, rising by 410 
annually to £130 with laundry allowance and umiorm 
and school nurses receive {90 a year, rising by £10 annually 
to £110 with similar emoluments. Of the 90 temporary 
school nurses at present employed 15 (five nursing sisters 
and ten nurses) have just been added to the permanent 
staff [he salaries mentioned are based on pre-war 


conditions and therefore presumably carry a war bonus 





DEATH. 


We regret to hear of the death of Sir William Macewen 


Regius Professor of Surgery in Glasgow University He 
revolutionised the practice of surgery and was the first 
man actually to attempt operations on the brain. He 


wrote many books upon surgery and many surgical instru- 
ments bear his name 
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GENERAL NURSING COUNCIL FOR 
ENGLAND AND WALES. 

Assistant Registrar Resigns, 

VIR WILMOT HERRINGHAM, M.D the ¢ 
man, presided over the ordinary monthly meeting 
held on Fridav of last week at the M 

Health 


- 


** Registered Nurse Alleged Misrepresentation, 





The Chairman announced that the case of a womar 
recently convicted and alleged to have misrepresente: 
herself as a registered nurse was engaging the attentio 
of the Disciplinary and Penal Cases Committee whic 
if the necessary evidence of misrepresentation could | 
obtained, might feel that it was its duty to take activ: 


steps in the matter. It was agreed that the Committ 
should have power to act if it thought fit without waiting 


for the next meeting of the Council 
Mental Nurses and the M.P. Association. 
\ letter had been received from the hon. gener 
secretary of the Medico-Psychological Association t 


the effect that the Association appreciated the offer mad« 
by the Council regarding co-operation in the training and 
examination of mental nurses, and intimating that th« 
following members had been elected to act in an advisor, 


capacity for the Final Examination Dr. M. A. Collins 
Kent County Mental Hospital, Chartham Downs; Dr. A 
Daniel, Hanwell Mental Hospital, Southall; Lt.-Col 
Lord, Horton Mental Hospital, Epsom; Dr. A. N. Boycott 
Herts. County Mental Hospital, Hill End, St. Albans 
Dr. A. A. W. Petrie, Maudsley Hospital, Denmark Hill! 
S.E.; Dr. J. Chambers, The Priory, Roehampton; Dr 
R. L. Langdon-Down, Normansfield, Hampton Wick 
and Dr. R. Worth, Springfield Mental Hospital, Tooting 
S.W 

The communication occasioned a protest from Miss 
Bushby— which the Chairman stated was not’in order 


delegation by the Council of its powers it 
and was responsible for some question 


against the 
the way proposed 


from Miss Du Sautoy, who was informed that if the 
Association could “not supply the nurse examiners fo 
mental nurses the Council would have to do it rhe 
M.P. Advisory Committee is to meet the Mental Nursing 


Committee on April 2nd 


Police Courts and the Register. 


A proposal on the part of the Finance Committee that 
covies of the 1924 Register be issued to the Police Courts 
was taken back in order that the cost involved might | 


ascertained It was also desirable to know whether the 
Courts would value copies Dr. Goodall opposed the 
proposal, and Mr. Donaldson, the chairman of the Con 
mittee, pointed out that there was nothing in the Act 
which compelled the Council to take the action propos 
The Chairman intimated that the Home Office had give 
instructions for reports of all Police Court cases in w 


the Council would be interested to be forwarded to t 
Registrar. 
Council’s New Premises, 

The Finance Committee reported that it would be neces 
sary to realise investments to meet the purcl price 
of the house, 20, Portland Place, which the Council ! 
decided upon for its new offices, and recommended that 
it be left in the hands of the Chairman of the Coun 
and the Chairman of the Committee in consultation wit 
the bankers to decide which investments should be rez 
to pay the sum of £5,500 involved This was agreed t 


The Chairman said that they had been obliged to obtair 


ase 





larger accommodation in consequence of the growth « 
the examinations’ department and the space required 
for the storage of documents Every registered rse 
possessed a large file of documents, and about a dozen 
of them went to the vard The cases which hel. thos« 


dossiers was about two feet deep and about two went t 
the yard They had 40,000 cases, and they were so heavy 

that it was essential, for safetv’s sake, that they shoul 

be kept on the ground floor Again, the rooms at York 
Gate were overcrowded, especially in the Accountants’ 
Department. They had the of three methods- 
to build, to obtain premises built for the purpose of busi- 


choice 





2098 


THE NURSING TIMES 


Marcu 29, 1924. 





General Nursing Council—Coniinued. 


ness or to take a house. Building was too expensive and 
the rent of business premises such as the Council would 
require would amount to /1,500 a vear 4 house was 
the cheapest method, the rent working out at about £500 
a year. The rent at present being paid was 4325 per 
annum, 

The Retention Fee. 

The Registration Committee reported that the question 
having arisen as to the position of a registered nurse who 
had failed to pay her retention fee, an opinion was ob- 
tained from the Council's solicitor. The opinion was to 
the effect that the name of a nurse who failed to pay her 
retention fee would be excluded from both the manuscript 
and printed registers, and that anurse whose name was so 
excluded would not be entitled to call herself a registered 
nurse. Also that under Section 8 (1) of the Nurses’ 
Registration Act, 1919, a nurse was liable to prosecution 
if she used the title of registered nurse when her name was 
not on the register 

Progress of Registration. 

During the five weeks ended March 8th 342 applica- 
tions had been received for registration. In all 42,496 
have been received to that date. Of that number 36,908 
have been approved, 466 considered ineligible, 355 with- 
drawn, leaving 4,767 still to be dealt with. The appli- 
cations approved at the meeting— 1,205— comprised 3861 
for the General Register, 14 for the Male, 247 for the 


Mental, 6 for the Mental Defectives, 19 for the Sick 
Children’s, and 58 for the Fever Registers 
Hospitals Recognised. 
The Farnham Union Infirmary (in affiliation with 


and 
Lambeth 
' 


Royal Surrey County Hospital, Guildford 
Union Infirmary (in affiliation with Infirmary) 
were recognised as training schools whi in combination 
with other public hospitals, give complete training under 
Section 1 (2) of the Scheme of Training; the Victoria 
Jubilee Hospital, Tynemouth, and the Tynemouth Union 
Hospital (Preston Hospital) were recognised as together 
forming a complete training school;,the Warwick Union 
Infirmary was granted provisional recognition to March 
tist, 1925, as a training school in affiliation with the 
Dudley Road Hospital of the Birmingham Union, and 
the Monsall Hospital for Infectious Diseases, Manchester, 
was recognised as 


Tonbridge 


a training school for fever nurses 


Mental Hospitals Approved as Training Schools. 

The following mental hospitals were approved as 
training schools for both male and female mental nurses 
London— Bethlem Royal Hospital, London County Mental 
Hospital, Bexley, Cane Hill Mental Hospital, Coulsdon 
Hanwell Mental Hospital, Southall, Claybury Mental 
Hospital, Woodford Bridge, Colney Hatch Mental Hospital, 
New Southgate, Maudsley Hospital, Denmark Hill, S.E 
and Tooting Bec Mental Hospital; Provinces— Beverley 
East Riding Mental Hospital; Birmingham, Rubery Hill 
Mental Hospital; Brentwood, Brentwood Mental Hospital 
Essex; Brookwood, Surrey County Mental Hospital 
Canterbury, Borough Mental Hospital; Chartham, Kent 
County Mental Hospital; Chichester, West Sussex County 
Mental Hospital; Colchester, Severalls Mental Hospital; 


Coulsdon, Surrey County Mental Hospital, Notherne; 
Dartford, City of London Mental Hospital; Derby 
Borough Mental Hospital, Rowditch; Eastbourne, East 
Sussex County Mental Hospital Hellingly; Epsom 


Horton Mental Hospital and Long Grove Mental Hospital; 


Exminster, Devon Mental Hospital; Fulbourne, Cam- 
bridgeshire County Mental Hospital; Hereford, County 
and City Mental Hospital, Burghill; Hull, City Asvlum 
Willerby; King’s Langley, Leavesden Mental Hospital; 
Leek, County Mental Hospital, Cheddleton; Leicester, 
City Mental Hospital, Humberstone; Macclesfield, Che- 


shire Mental Hospital, Parkside; Maidstone, Kent County 
Mental Hospital; Middlesbrough, The Borough Mental 
Hospital; Newcastle-on-Tyne, Gateshead Mental Hospital, 


Stannington; Newport, Isle of Wight County Mental 
Hospital, Whitecroft; Northampton, County Mental 


Hospital, Berry Wood; Norwich, City of Norwich Mental 
Hospital, Hellesdon; Nottingham, City Mental Hospital, 
Mapperley Hill, and The Coppice; Oxford, Littlemore 


Hospital; Portsmout” 
Borough Mental Hospital; Radcliffe-on-Trent, Notts 
County Mental Hospital; Ryhope, Sunderland Mental 
Hospital; St. Albans, Herts County Mental Hospital 
Hill End, and Napsbury Mental Hospital; Sheifield, 
South Yorkshire Mental Hospital; Shrewsbury, Salop 
Mental Hospital, Bicton Heath; Stafford, County Mental 
Hospital; Sutton, Banstead Mental Hospital; Virginia 
Water, Holloway Sanatorium; Wakefield, West Riding 
Asylum; Wallingford, Berkshire Menta] Hospital; Whit 
church, Glam., Cardiff City Mental Hospital; Winw 
Warrington, County Mental Hospital; York, Bootham 
Park Mental Hospital, and The Retreat 


The Maudsley Hospital. 

Replying to questions Dr. Bedford Pierce, Chairman 
of the Mental Nursing Committee, said that the recogm- 
tion of the Maudsley Hospital had been carefully con 
sidered in the past by the M.P. Association, which had 
decidec in its favour. It was true that the institution 
contained no certified or chronic patients; on the other 
hand there were there a Jarge number of interesting types 
He was quite satisfied that it should be recog- 


Hospital; Plymouth, Mental 


ot cases 


nised There would be an entirely separate list of hos; 
tals to be recognised as training schools for mental det«« 
tive nurses 


General Nurses and Mental Training. 
In answer to Mr. Stratton the Chairman intimated 
that the Council could not compel any hospital to take 
a general trained nurse for a two years’ mental! training 


The Council’s rule was that two vears were sufficient 


Assistant Registrar Resigns. 

Miss Parsloe, the Assistant Registrar, had tendered 
her resignation on health grounds Phe General Purposes 
Committee recognised her faithful service and had ex 
pressed the hope that she might reconsider her resolve, 
but acting on the advice of her medical attendant, she 
was unable to do so 


The Council's Staff. 

The General Purposes Committee regretted that it 
was not possible, as yet, to reply to the letter from the 
Ministry of Health of October last requesting that a 
statement as to the permanent staff required by the Coun- 
cil should be submitted before the end of the present 
month No accurate estimate of what would be the 
Council's needs in the future could for the moment be 
made. At the present moment, the Registration Depart- 
ment was dealing every month with about 2,000 applica 
tions, received before July 14th, 1923, from existing nurses, 
which was as much as it could manage with proper atten- 
tion to details. There still remained 2,089 applications 
to be dealt with Applications from intermediate nurses 
had amounted to 85 in the fortnight ending March Sth, 
and appeared to be increasing Applications from bona 
fide nurses under the Modification Order were giving a 
great deal of trouble Twentv files which had not yet 
reached the stage of taking up the references contained 
105 documents, and many of a good deal of 


The preparation 


them gave 
work in the Accountant’s Department 

of the vearlv Register involved also very heavy 
owing to the alterations of address which were very 
numerous, and the removals from the Register owing to 
failure to pay the retention fee. The Committee therefore 


work, 


could not vet form an estimate of what would in the 
future be the average work of the Registration Depart- 
ment. The Education Committee had been verv busy 


during the last twelve months over the arrangements 
for the examinations. At the present moment, no 
examinations had taken place. There were now three 
persons employed in that Department, but it was difficult 
to foresee what amount of work would be entailed upon 
it when the examinations began. In the Accountant's 
Department there were now eight employees. Judging 
by the work at present in the Department it would not 
be possible to reduce the establishment in the near future. 
The fees for the examination were expected to be a heavy 
item, the collection of the retention fees was a most 


laborious and troublesome task, which practically ex- 
tended over six months in the year, and the badge fees 
also gave a great deal of work, Miss Cox-Davies, C 
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Baby cannot 
pull the Teat off 


The above illustration (from a photo) 
clearly demonstrates the quality of the 
Glaxo Teat and the fact that it cannot 
be pulled off the neck of the Glaxo 
Feeder. 


* * * 


Every Glaxo Valve and Teat is made 
of transparent Plantation Rubber, 
995°, pure, takes 14 days to make, and 
is aseptic. 

x * * * 


Every Glaxo Teat and Valve has an 
inner roll or collar which grips so tightly 
round the neck of the bottle that even 
the most vigorous pu// will not move it. 
Baby cannot pull off the teat and 
smother himself with the food and give 
his Nurse a lot of extra work and 
trouble. 
* * * * 


Glaxo Teats and Valves are made on 
special moulds so that they have a per- 
fectly smooth aseptic surface both inside 
and out. _ Both teat and valve are easily 
turned inside out for cleaning. 


* * * x 


The Valve is easily fitted and automati- 
cally adjusts the intake of air to the 
strength or weakness of baby's sucking. 





English Made Throughout 


Glaxo Feeder, complete in box with 
Teat and Valve, 1/6 each. Spare 
Bottles, 1/- each. Spave Teats, 44d. 
each. Spare Valves, 33d. each. 


Leaflet and further information gladly 


supplied on request by 


GLAXO (DEPT.B), 56, OSNABURGH STREET, N.W. 1 














Lower Prices 
BENDUBLE 


FOOTWEAR 


The prices of all ‘‘BENDUBLE” footwear are now 
much lower than they have been fora considerable time. 
And Benduble Shoes are stillthe mostreliable and most 
comfortable shoes you can buy. They are made differ- 
ently—made especially for nurses. The tops are of a 
beautiful soft glace kid, and the BENDUBLE soles 


are so constructed that they respond naturally with every stey Your 
feet do not tire as they do in ordinary shoes, and you finish up the day's 
work with a freshness that makes you glad you wear Bendubles. There 
s a BENDUBLE sboe which will fit you as though it were made 
especially for you. Will you come in and tey it on : 


Design 2386 


Design 2381 


Superior 
Glace 
Kid 

Patent 
Cap 
















Design Design 
2284 22Bi1 
Superior Superior 
Glace Glace 
Kid Kid 
Button Lace 
Self Cap Patent 


Cap 





27/- 


FREE, 


If you cannot cal] at the 
Benduble Showror ms, 
write for the ‘ Benduble 
Footwear Booklet."" This 


we are OPENING our 
booklet shows the various NEW SHOWROOMS 
styles of Benduble Foot t 


a 

wear, together with prices 

and other ietieentadion 145 OXFORD ST.,W1 

which enables you toshop Opp- Bourne & Hollingsworth 

by post with absolutesatis- Business will continue at 

faction. Write forit to-day. 72 OXFORD ST,, until 
Sent POST FREE. Thursday April 17th. 


The Benduble Shoe Co. (y*) 


Commerce House, 72, Oxford Street, 
(First floor, London, W.1. 
Saturdays 9 to 129.45 


Post Free 
27/- 
EASTER TUESDAY 


APRIL 27, 1024 








Hours 9 to 5.45, 
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Turns Baby’s Tears into Smiles. 


“Carmex” is endorsed 
by Doctors, Nurses and 
Mothers as_ the ideal 
Infant's Corrective and 
Preventive in all cases of 
Constipation, Colic, Flatu- 
lence, Hiccough and 
Digestive Disturbances 
generally, because of its 
gentle, soothing and effective action on the 
entire digestive system. It assists in the softening 
and expulsion of was'e matter, thus allowing 
Nature to right herself and bring the organs 
into good condition. 

Can be obtained from Chemists 1/3 and 3/ 
‘**SEMPROLIN”’ EMULSION. 

Is an ideal laxative for Pregnant and Nursing Mothers 
and Invalids. It is not a drug, but an intestinal lubricant, 
gentle and certain in action. 

Send 3d. Postage for large sample of 
**Carmex’’ oy Emulsion and booklet 
THE SEMPROLIN CO., LTD. 


Carmex House, 18, Leather Lane, Holborn. E. C. 














Mellin’s Food 


A Milk Modifier. 


h I[ENTISTS who have male a study 
nN of infant nutrition, and physicians 
who have had practical experience in the 
field of infant feeding, are unanimous in 
their belief that cow’s milk that is fresh, 
clean, and of a good quality should always 
he the basis in any attempt to furnish a 
substitute for mother’s milk. These 
authorities are also of the opinion that on 
account of the difference in amount and 
in character of the food constituent in 
shuman milk and in cow’s milk, the latte: 
must be changed or modified before it can 
he a suitable food for an infant 


| HERE are, therefore, clear and posi- 

tive reasons for an_ acceptabk 
method of milk modification, further 
details of which and means to meet the 
requirements in a scientific and practical 
way will be forwarded with samples, posi 
free, to any Nurse on application 


MELLIN’'S FOOD LIMITED, LONDON, S.E.15. 

















OFFER TO 
[re Ce “NURSES. 


In order that you, too, may test the wonderful powers 

of Sphagnol we wili send you free of charge generous trial 

size samples of Sphagnol preparations. Already 10,000 

Nurses and Doctors have tested this remarkable Ointment 
and are enthusiastic in its praise 


Sphadn 


ASK FOR Ss 


\SOAPS AND OINTMENT 










are curative, antiseptic and soothing for 
all skin complaints, such as Acne, Alopecia, 
Anal Fissure, Blepharitis, Chilblains, 
Dermatitis, Eczema, Erysipelas, Haemorr 
hoids, Impetigo, Insect Bites, Prickly 
Heat, Pruritus, Psoriasis, -Falling Hair, 
Scabies, Septic Wounds, Urticaria, and 
Burns. 

On sale at all Boots Branches and prin- 
Fil ia this Cou- cipal chemists everywhere. If you find 
0 ; difficulty in obtaining supplies your or 
waned — ie der will be supplied direct post free 


To Peat Products (Sphagnol), Ltd., 
Dept. B6, 18/19, Queenhithe, London, E.C.4 
Please send me /rce Sphagnol samples. 
TRGMID  ccicccngesereee iia chien tisk eelPeapephceteatadinbhsanerneedevetnspenmenceesenes 
Address......... dndubcdcrnqncickaqndsocesbensbocencebonrescénecsevccseocooosesee " 











Bayonet Points Pat No. 1679 


The Pin that Pins Safely 


The * M.D.” Safety Pin is specially designed 
for surgical and nursing needs. Curved, and 
with a bayonet or triangular point it readily 
glides through material, and by reason of its 
shape calls for no special care in direction. 


ABEL MORRALLS 


b SURGICAL 
. SAFETY PIN 


Made of « Silverite Compound and absolutely 


non-rusting. ‘Soldinfive sizes: 0 1.2, 3. 4. 
Obtatnable fron all S:rgical Supply Houses, 


ABEL MORRALL LTD REDDITCH. 
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General Nursing Council.— Continued, 


man of the Committee, made a short statement to this 
effect, and the Council resolved to report to the Minister 
of Health in the sense indicated 


Badges, Braid and Buttons. 

The Uniform Committee reported that the certificates 
f registration from the Patent Office had been received 
for the silver badge, woven badge for hat band, braid and 
button 

Silver Badge : Alteration of Name. 

An application had been received from a nurse wh 
had been married since receiving her silver badge and 
wished to have the name on the badge altered It was 
agreed that when the Registrar sent a notice to a nurse 
that her name had been altered on the Register on pro 
juction of her marriage certificate, she should include 
irections as to how to get her name altered on her badge 

statement that the fee would be Is. 2d. include: ostage 


gether with a permit to Messrs. Fattorini, Ltd., to alter 





Nursing Association Badges and the State Uniform. 





It as decided that badges of training schools and 
ursing associations be allowed to be wort 
State unifort 
Next Council Meeting. 
next meeting of the Council will take place on April 
the third Fr . April 18th. being Good Friday 


SCOTTISH NOTES. 


Edinburgh Nurses’ Club. 

Iwo most successful functions were recently held in 

e Nurses’ Club in aid of the Endowment Fund of the 
College One of these was a delightful concert arranged 
by a member, at which 78 were present Another member 
gave a successful whist drive, in which about 50 guests 
took part. These two members were thus enabled to 
up their /2 10s. to the Endowment Fund, and from 
h events there was a surplus, which thev are using to 
other members 





Nurses for Influenza. 

An epidemic of influenza, with threatenings of pneu- 
monia, is widespread over Edinburgh and the surrounding 
istrict at present There is a great demand for nurses’ 
services One matron of an association for private nurses 
finaing that the demands made upon her for nurses were 
ore than she could cope with, discovered, on ringing up 
ther institutions, that there was not a nurse to be had 


Nurse for Finzeen. 

Mr Joseph Farquharson, R.A., who is holding a one 
show in London this week and whose snow scenes 
Highland cattle are familiar to everv lover of modern 
rt, is a philanthropist as well as a painter. He is also 

e of the most respected of Deeside lairds, and has just 
signified his intention of giving 4100 a year to assist in 
rovicing the services of a nurse for the residents on the 


Finzeen estate, in Aberdeenshire vf which he is owner 
As a result of this generous gift, the success of the move 
ment to provide a nurse for the district is now assured 
Dr. Slessor paid a glowing tribute to Nurse Sutherland 
at the annual meeting of the Fraserburgh Nursing Associa 
n She was, declared the doctor i valuable asset to 


community The public were grateful to her not only 


services but for her personality, and the medical 
profession had every confidence in her She was a thor 
igh business woman, and did things so willingly and 


ficiently that it was a pleasure to have anything to do 
th her 

Che first annual conference of the Incorporated 
(Association of Hospital Officers will be held on May 22nd 
23rd and 24th, at the Central Hall, Westminster. Among 
the papers will be one on Voluntary Hospitals and 
Paving Patients,’ by Mr. H. ]. Waring, F.R.C.S., Vice 


Chancellor of the University of London and Senior 


Surgeon, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
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COLLEGE OF NURSING. 
Election. 

Nomination papers for the forthcoming College Council 
Election are now ready and may be obtainec from the 
College offices, 7, Henrietta Street London, W.1 The 
retiring members (eligible for re-election) are Miss Bart 
Mr. Comyns Berkeley, Sir James Cantlie, Miss Clark 
Viscountess Cowdray, Miss Fletcher, Miss Gill, Prof 
Glaister, Miss Hill, Miss Hogg, Prof. Johnstone, and Sir 
Leo ] vle 

Resignation of Registrar. 

It is with great regret that the Council of the Colleg« 
of Nursing has received the resignation of Miss Sheldon 
the Registrar, which is due to familv reasons calling her 





away from London Since the establishment of the 
rE n 1916 Miss Sheldon’s interest in it has been 

un nd her appointment Registrar was greatly 
appreciated by a large number of College members It 
ted ¢t t ‘ kee ose t vit} 

} Colles t I 1 ! Manchester ere 


Post-Graduate Week. 


} 


\}l é e asked to re that the College 
of Nursit Post-Graduate Wee rranges vy the Publi 
Health Section begins Mor Mat 3Ist, and cor 
t 5 til Satur April Stl I ets f I 15 
( ! bers 10s ng 28 

I t ectures are be l t St. Thomas’s 
Hospital the rtes t Treasurer and Governors 

the Hospit but st on ll be helk t 29, Tre- 
bovir Road, Earl's Court, at 10 

Scholarships. 
The successful candidates for the Midwiferv Scholar- 


ships given to the College of Nursing members by Messrs 
Wright, Layman and Umney, value /50, and Messrs 
Wander and Co. (Ovaltine), value (25, were Miss E. Rowe 
trained at King’s College Hospital, and Miss Vera Burnett 
trained at Cumberland Infirmary : 

The College of Nursing greatly appreciates the gener- 
osity of these two public spirited firms which makes it 
possible for nurses to obtain these extra important qualifi- 
cations in midwifery 

In addition to the above, the Council is in the happy 
position of having received the gift of a third scholarship, 
named the “ Allen’ Scholarship Miss Montgomery, 
matron of the Middlesex Hospital, has received from Miss 
Allen, a nurse practising abroad, a certain sum of money 
which she wishes to be devoted to the further training 
and education of nurses Miss Montgomery very kindly 
handed a part of this gift (425) to the Chairman of the 
Council of the College, and the Council has awarded the 
scholarship to Miss Mary Williams, trained at the Royal 
Infirmary, Liverpool, who obtained the third place in 
the recent scholarship examination held by the College 
of Nursing in February. 


Edinburgh. 
Monday 3Iist) in the Club (8, Drumsheugh Gardens 
7 p.m., Military Whist Drive Members Is. 6d.; non- 
members Is. 9d Kindly let Miss Gray know to-day 
sature \ 
London. 
London Centre lecture for session, Tuesdav 


it Guy's Hospital, 7.45 p.m., subiect London's 
S by Mr Allen Walker Non-members Is. 


General meeting of members on Saturday, March 29th 


at No. 7, Henrietta Street, W.1, at 3 p.m Tea will be 


lered, and members able 





served The bazaar will be consi 
to help are askec to make an effort to be present 
Yorkshire Centre at Leeds. 

rhursday, April 3rd, at 6 p.m., lecture on “‘ Changes 
in Gynecology during the past 20 vears,’’ by Mr. Alfred 
Gough, M.B., Ch.M., F.R.C.S., in the O.%, Hospital for 
Women and Children, Leeds All nurses in Leeds and 
district cordially invited whether members or not. 
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A KIPLING AFTERNOON. | METROPOLITAN NURSING ASSOCIATION: 
Miss The Metropolitan Nursing Association held its annual 


A most interesting Kipling recital was given by 
general meeting on March 17th, by kind permission of 


Parsons last Saturday at the he adquarters of the R.B.N.A 


This talented lady gave a very pleasantly varied pro- Mrs. Helman Andreae at her beautiful home, 40, Upper 
gramme of pieces in which pathos and humour, evoking Grosvenor Street, a dainty tea concluding the pro- 
I g 


master ceedings Princess Matie Louise in the chair referred 


tears and laughter in turn, have been mingled by a 
sunless, often 


hand. The recital, which lasted for over an hour (although to the nurses’ merciful work in crowded 
the time seemed more like ten minutes) included such poverty stricken homes, of which she had ample personal 


popular favourites as [he Ballad of East and West,’’ experience 
The Last of the Light Brigade,’’ the tenderly written The staff consists of the superintendent, one assistant 
“ Mother o’ Mine,” “ If,”” and [he Thousandth Man superintendent and six candidates, fully qualified, but 
Some of us felt that we should be glad to meet that training in district work In 1923, 31,778 visits (each 
fellow! Miss Parsons, it was surprising to learn, has costing Is. €d.) were paid, exclusive of dispensary and 
never had elocution lessons; she just feels intensely the clinic cases ;* maternity cases being undertaken only by a 
beauty and nobility of the thoughts and ideas so skilfully doctor - 
interwoven, and she has, obviously, almost as much As old age pensioners are treated free of charge, the 
pleasure in giving them voice as the audience has in payments made, even with grants from borough councils, 
listening After a vote of thanks Miss Macdonald, in etc., cannot cover expenses, and /800 vearly is required 
a short and sympathetic speech, mentioned that the to carry on this invaluable work. Drawing room meetings 
proceeds of the afternoon were being devoted to adding concert and theatre tickets, bedding, old linen, clothing 
comfort and ease to the last hours of one of the oldest toys, books, surgical appliances are practical forms of 
members of the Association, a poor old nurse who has help 
little todepend on excepting a tiny pension; she is now very — 
ill and her day is far spent so that those who had gathered A short course on Che Formation of Character 
to enjov the recital had the additional happiness of know with special reference to children uncer five) will be 
ing that they were helping to smooth the path of a home given at Carnegie Hous« 117. Piccadilly, London, on 
going fellow pilgrim Mondays (6 to 7 p.m.) from March 3lst to May 12th, by 
A trained nurse herself, Miss Parsons is always willing Miss Norah March. B.S« Course 5s single lecture Is.2d. 
to give a recita! for charitv’s sake when her ordinary 
professional duties permit This thoroughly entertaining 
afternoon was brought to a close by the serving of a very . 
dainty tea to pleasantly chatting groups of members and It is hoped that the Star ana Garter Hospital at Rich- 
riends mond will be ready in July 











= eS 3 Sk ee 
(Press Photo Agency. 


Miss BEADSMORE SMITH, R.R.C. (Matron-in-Chief, Q.A.I.M.N.S., who retired last week.) 











Marcu 29, 1924. 





4G |= 


= 


. > 
Y ae i i - ; 
~ 7, y AU mitt || 
= 7 j Sot) : }} 
<% - ‘ ‘ Til | ay) 
_ / ‘4 o ti}i 
ils, § 1// 
red ” , " fy " j 
red , ; (f ; ‘ Hi yi l) 
f ) i 4 \ ° Hii. j 
\ . JAI] j e 
* @ 
5 ‘ “ = —/ ‘ 


24. | ™ Gy”. 
AL Wil) 
“4 | Ji) 


N old age and in cases of disordered or feeble 
digestion the difticulty experienced is to ensure 
the administration of adequate nourishment without 
overtaxing the weakened digestive functions. 





“Ovaltine” solves this difficulty because it is super-nourishment rendered easy of assimi- 
lation. It is a highly concentrated extraction of the nourishing and sustaining properties 
of ripe barley malt, creamy milk and fresh eggs—with a cocoa flavouring. A cup of 
‘‘Ovaltine” contains more nourishment than twelve cups of beef extract, three eggs, 
or seven cupfuls of cocoa. The food values are presented in scientifically correct proportions 
‘‘Ovaltine’’ makes a beverage with a delicious flavour, Patientsdo not tire of ‘‘Ovaltine’’ as they do with. 
insipid milk foods. It is retained and absorbed when other foods are rejected. 


There is no cooking or trouble in prepiring ‘‘Ovaltine '’ One or more teaspoonfuls of the preparation in 
granulated form are merely stirred into hot milk or milk and water. 


OVALTINE 
NE FOO BevERNE 5 GEM 


b Builds-up Brain,Nerve and Body RUSKS_ 


More appetising 














ze Sold by all Chemists at 1/6, 2/0 and 4/6 pop Me pace 
> The makers will be pleased to send to a qualified nurse a suffi- eee naan 
(A cient quantity for trial in any case she has under her charge. or biscuits. _ 
A. WANDER, Ltd., (Dept. 153) 45 Cowcross St., E.C.1 Price 1,6andii 
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Healthy, Wholesome & Hygienic ' 


For all cases in which elasticity, adapt- 
ability, durability and support are essential. 


NORVIC CREPE BINDERS 


Rubberless and washable. All widths up to 
ll inches. Will stretch to double their length. 


Sole Manufacturers : uae T 2 {CO.. LTD., GT. YARMOUTH 


Invaluable in Maternity,, 

















We Invite 
you to Call 
at our 
Showrooms. 


The 


“LON- | 


DON” 


A newly § 





designed , 


uniform 


Serge. 


professional 
colours © an¢ 
materials 
Patterns ani 
Self measure 
ment Form 
on re juest 





OUT TO-DAY 
SPRING FASHION GUIDE tnerccc.c1525 


creations. Send fora copy to-day and Secure First 
Choice. A Better Selection than ever before, and 


prices are greatly reduced. 


The Cheapest Lines in Collars, 
Cuffs, Aprons, & everything for 
immediate wear. A selection 
sent on approval. 
























THE 
**MARCARET" 
A Useful Frock 
in Silk Stockin- 
ette, E mbroider- 
ed on Bodice 
and Skirt with 

steel beads, 
finished at the 

waist with 
wheels of Stock- 
inette In Navy, 
Nigger & Black. 
Price 33/9 


S.W. & W. only 
































Nurses may take 
advantage of 
our Private Sys- 
tem of easy 
monthly _pay- 






THE “ASCOT” 


A well-tailored Suit 

in Gabardine, cllar 

revers and pockets, 

tape edged, with braid 
to match costume 










The “BROMPTON” 


Ready-to-Wear Nurse's 
Coat Frock Uniform 












Dress. in plaia or striped A ver lar winged 
\ Coat lined throughout Cloths, Price 14/11 A, saagesco. ° 
The “STORM” CAP Stocked in all the Also in superfine Cloth od Cheviot Sarge. a7 6 ments without 
Ia proofed Serge or Gab- leading shades, S.W., and made to customers’ Also in all professional 
ardine, Navy or Black. W., O.S. special measurements . colours and moterials. any extra 
> — tterns and self-measure 
Price 6/ ni Postage 6d. Price 94/6 = ae , > oe ‘ment form on request charge. 
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NEW INVENTIONS 
The Magic Candle. 

\ hundred hours’ light for a penny seems (but is not 
00 good to be tru Aladdin’s wonderful lamp will 
show us how to get it, in the form of the Aladdinette Ever- 
lasting Candle, price 3s., with 6d. for postage. Thisisa pretty 
little enamelled candlestick with a white “‘ candle ’’ which 
contains a cottonwool wick. The flame is protected 
by a little hood with a glass window The light may be 
direction, which makes it particularly 


t 


turned in any\ 





suitable for a sickroom rhere is no smell, no broken 
wick, no guttering wax, and above all, no necessity for 
new candles. Two tabk spoons of paraffin are dropped 
into the container and the candle then burns for many 
hours; requiring, indeed, only an occasional spoon of oil 
to go on permanently [The wick will usually last for a 
"may be 


vear or more, and when required new “‘ candles 


had for Is. Id., post frees \ vaporiser for the sickroom 
Is. 3d., post free) may be fixed over the candle for 
purifying or inhalation purposes. The Aladdinette is 


British made, and reflects great credit on the makers, 
the well-known Alacdin Industries, Ltd., 132, Southwark 
Street, S.E.1 
A TEACHING INSTITUTION. 
Visitors to the Battersea Polytechnic last 
much impressed by the sight of the pupils at work in all 
lepartments, being taught hew to do things in order to 
ve able to teach others. Cookery is a great feature 
special attention being paid to invalid diet, food for tuber- 
ulosis, diets suited to the workers’ employment and purse 
nd so on Laundry, gymnastics, dressmaking, tailoring 
tc., were all demonstrated, while engineering and various 
¢Tade processes were explained on the men’s side Chis 
enterprising institution has started an evening cours¢ 


,F sister-tutors 


week were 


POSTS VACANT. 

Iwo big plums ”’ are adver rtised this week-- assistant 
egistrar to the General Nursing Council, 4400 a vear, and 
registrar to the College, 4275 Matrons are wanted for 
the Royal Northern Hospital. Holloway commencing 
Salary £225)g and at Blaby; Leicestershire, Isolation 
Hospital ({80), and assistant matrons for Preston and 
County of Lancaster Royal Infirmary, where the successful 
andidate will help with the theoretical training of the 
nurses (£110, rising to £130); Warneford Hospital, Lea- 
mington Spa (485 Portsmouth Infirmary wants a sister- 
tutor (£100) and at Lincoln C ounty Hospital (£100 to 4120 
For full particulars of these and other vacancies see our 

lvertisement columns this weit 


THE NURSIN 


‘G TIMES 


ee a 


PROBLEMS AND OPINIONS. 


Exploitation of Nurses. 

1 have read with great interest t tters of Drs. 
Cantley, Coode and Morton, and | cannot help feeling 
that some of their views on the G.N.C. are narrow, though 


] am sure they must have the interests of nurses at heart 
or thev would hardly trouble to write these letters 

Dr. Cautley considers the standard of nurses to-da' 
lower both socially and intellectually; even if that is 


so we shall not raise the standard by catering for the 
lower standard 


Chen he seems to overlook the fact that the examination 


is partly practical; nurses who have not shone in their 
papers have ample chance to redeem themselves in the 
practical part, and I cannot imagine any examiner turning 
down a good practical nurse even if she wrote a poor 


pape! Another statement is that the syllabus of the 
absurd and fantastic ’’; even if that is the 


use | understand the syllabus is only intended as a guide 





teaching [fo my mind the examination syllabus 
the hat counts, and surely there ts nothing laid down 
n that t what a nurse in training should be taught 


1 cannot help thinking that these doctors are putting quite 
fferent interpretation on these subjects from that of 
ctor customed to lecture to nurses: for example 











lecture given to nurses on-ap] tis, where she would 
told the causes, symptoms, signs irieties and possible 
ications and fter re, is surely «going to hel} 
I lurse these ses MOI telligentlv, and vet that 
ture would be given verv simpl ind clearly, bearing 
er ttle resemblance to one given to a medical student 
» the same subject 
Last] to suppose t t because a nurse Is to receive a 
ood training she will despise the nursing of trivial and 
chro1 ases is surely an insult to the nursing profession 
ind the true spirit of nursing Does a medical man high 
in his profession d¢ spise these cases | have always 
ound t the few it has been privilege to work for 
il s give of their best, no matter how trivial or chron 
the cas« 4 SISTER-TUTOR.’ 
AN IMPRESSIVE PLAY. 
It is very difficult to dogmatise about such a play as 
Outward Bound at the Criterion Theatre. Some 
might think it unconvincing and therefore uninspiring 
others might call it uncanny Personally we think its 
blending of the everyday with the supernatural is its 


strength We meet on board ship an everyday mixture 
of persons-—a young fellow too fond of drink, a woman 
too fond of light loving, a shadv business man, a young 
clergyman charwoman from Lambeth, and two ardent 
lovers; and when we have realised that they are just 
as we might know them in life, we learn that they are dead 
but do not vet know it [his invests all their words and 
actions with a 
indeed a creep\ feeling while 
our sympathies When thev realise that they have died 
rightened and some are indignant; and we wait 


peculiar suggestiveness and gives -us 
drawing even more on 


some are 


eagerly for their fate as decided by the very human 
Examiner whom all have to pass rhe story of the young 
lovers is specially poignant, but they are given another 


hanet Certainly this is a play to see and to think over 


ery rave, very original and very touching 


A DEVONSHIRE PLAY. 

Tired nurses wanting a thorough change and a hearty 
laugh should visit the Court Theatre and see that excellent 
ay [The Farmer’s Wife It is a comedy by Eden 
Phillpotts acted by the Birmingham Repertory Company 

The scenes are laid in Devon, and the dialect of the 
county, with its soft brogue, adds greatly to the charm 
of the play 

The farmer, a widower, wants to choose another wife 
and his housekeeper, a very fine character, helps him to 
select suitable women, all of whom reject him. Finally 
he realises that the wife he really needs is his housekeeper 
There are many other incidents in the 
and depicts the country 


who loves him 
play, which is full of jote de vivi 
life of some years ago 








3 6 T H E 
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Questions asking advice on legal, charitable, employment, 
and nursing matters are answered free of charge in this 
column, if accompanied by the coupon below and by the full 
mame and address of the writer. Answers by post 2s. 6d. 


and ls. (see coupon). 
Holiday. 


Convent (J.K.).—-We are afraid we cannot recommend a 
convent-pension on this route. It is true that nuns are 
usually very kind and helpful, but, as a rule, they are very 
fully occupied, too much so to give promiscuous help 
to their boarders 

Small places near Dinard (G.E.D.). We think you 
would like the Abbaye, St. Jacut, St. Jacut-de-la-Mer, 
which is inexpensive and has grounds going down to the 
sea. It is reached by diligence from Dinard, and is a 
charming bathing resort. Or you could go by motor 
boat (regular service) from Dinard to La Garde St. Cast 


a delightful bathing resort with sands. The Pension 
Beauregard here is comfortable. Another cheap little 
place is the Hotel des Bains, Laucieux Ile et 


place with good safe 


Velaine, an exceptionally quiet 


bathing. It is reached by tram from Dinard to St 
Briac, thence by ferry 

Guide to London (F.M.¢€.).— Ward, Lock and Co., 
Warwick House, Salisbury Square, London, E.C.4, 


publish a good, clear guide to London, giving the free 
days to visit public buildings, picture galleries, etc 
You must ask your member for a ticket 
to hear a debate in the House of Commons, or wait in 
the queue to get into the Ladies’ Gallery. The House of 
Commons is open for visitors on Saturday morning 


price 2s. or 4s 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Matrons. 


BLAKERBY, Miss ALFREDA, Superintendent Nurse, Car- 
diff Infirmary 
Trained at North Middlesex 
C.M.B. Cert. Sister and Night Superintendent, 
Training School; Assistant Sister Tutor, General 
Infirmary, Leeds. Holds the University 
Diploma of Nursing (first Poor Law trained nurse 
to obtain it) 
McNicot, Miss ELizaBETH, Matron, Oxford County and 
City Mental Hospital, Littlemore 
Trained at Western Infirmary, Glasgow Senior 
Assistant Matron, Stirling District Mental Hospital, 
Larbert 
TrRotrer, Miss JANE 
the Grove, Harrow 
Trained at Leicester Royal Infirmary. Out-patient 
Sister, Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital, Golden 
Square; Out-patient and Casualty Sister, Leicester 
Roval Infirmary; Sister, Q.A.I.M.N.S.(R.); Matron, 





Hospital, Edmonton. 


Leeds 


ELIZABETH, Matron 
Public School 


Temporary, 


British Committee Russian Red Cross; Surgical 
Ward, Theatre and Housekeeping Sister, Children’s 
Hospital, Belgrade, Serbia e 

Tonc, Miss M., Matron; Paulton Memorial Cottage 
Hospital 


Trained at Royal Infirmary, Hull. Theatre Sister and 
Sister of Surgical Ward at same Institution 


UsHERWooD, Miss Etta M., Assistant Matron, Forest 
Gate Sick Home 
Trained at Bagthorpe Infirmary, Nottingham. Gold 


Medalist. Night Sister, Forest Gate Sick Home 
Sisters. 
CUNNINGHAM, Miss May, Ward Sister, Boundary Park 


Hospital, Rochdale Road, Oldham 
Trained at Infirmary, Brighton. Charge Nurse. 
FLETCHER, Miss Evizanetn, Sister, Maternity and Infants’ 
Hospital, Springfield, Rochdale. 
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Trained at Anlaby Road Infirmary, Hull, also took 
her C.M B. Cert. at the Municipal Maternity Home, 
Hull. Staff Nurse, General Infirmary, Leeds; 
Sister, Children’s Hospital, Sheffield. 

GAvuLt, Miss Louisa, Night Sister, Royal Hospital for 
Sick Children, Aberdeen 

Trained at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Rochester, 
Kent, and National Hospital, Queen Square, London. 
Theatre Staff Nurse, Cumberland Infirmary, Carlisle; 
Temporary Home Sister and Theatre Sister, County 
Hospital, York; Ward and Theatre Sister, Hospital 
for Women and Children, Edinburgh. 

Lacey, Miss [., Night Sister, Children’s 
Nottingham 

Trained at Sheffield Children’s Hosvital and Lincoln 
County Hospital. C.M.B. Cert. Staff Nurse, Kent 
County Hospital 

Mitts, Miss Acice, Ward Sister, Boundary Park Hospital, 
Rochdale Road, Oldham. 

Trained at Scalebor Park Private Mental Hospital, 
Leeds, and Hackney Union Infirmary. Staff Nurse. 
Queen’s Nurse 

OxE, Miss F. A., Home Sister and Sister Tutor, Middleton- 
in- Wharfedale Sanatorium, Ilkley. 

Trained at Leicester Royal Infirmary. C.C.M.M.G. 
Sister in various departments at Leicester 
R.I.; Home Sister, Royal Hampshire County Hos- 


Hospital, 


pital, Winchester; Housckeeping experience at 
General Hospital, Nottingham. State Registered 
Nurse. Member of the College of Nursing. 
Public Health. 
Wane, Miss K. E., Tuberculosis Nurse, Barnsley C.B. 
Trained at Barnsley Union Infirmary and Leeds 
Maternity Hospital. Combined post of District 


Nurse, Health Visitor, School Nurse and Tuberculosis 
Nurse for the Worlaby and Elsham Nursing Associa- 
tion. 


DEATHS. 


We are sorry to hear of the death of Miss Ross, formerly 
matron of the Western Hospital, Fulham, and also senior 
matron of the Asvlum Board Hospitals. She took a 
keen interest in all matters relating to nurses and was a 
member of the Matrons’ Council of Great Britain and 
Ireland. She was very fond of sport, and the “ Ross 
Cup " was offered in 1921 by the Asylums Board Matrons 
to commemorate her retirement. Many beautiful wreaths 
were sent to the funeral by the nursing staffs of the Western 


Hospital, the matrons of the M.A.B. Hospitals, and 
from the members of the Matrons’ Council. 
Cuthbert. —On February 6th, 1924, Noel Rose, wife 


of Capt. E. S. Cuthbert, R.A.M.C., and youngest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. James C. Montgomerie; some time Sister 
at the London Hospital and Q.A.M.N.S. (India). 

Gould. —On December 30th, 1923, Mabel Charlotte 
(née Pearse, formerly Sister Elizabeth, Bart's Hospital), 
wife of Harold Utterton Gould, M.B., B.C.(Cantab.). 

Miss Dinah Hall, trained at the Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital, Leeds, and at the Royal Infirmary, Hudders- 
field, died on March 16th; she had been nursing nearly 
five years, and was very popular with patients and staff. 


Q.V.J.1. 


Transfers and Appointments. 


= 


Miss Gertrude A. Perry is appointed to Gloucestershire 
C.N.A. as Assistant Superintendent; Miss Mary Turner 
to Norwich as Assistant Superintendent; Miss Catherine 
Donnelly to Fallowfield; Mrs. Cecilia N. Edwards to 
Hawkshead; Miss Eunice Gillingham to Southampton; 
Miss Ethel K. Griffiths to Warwick; Miss Catherine 
Guilfoyle to Huddersfield (Maternity Branch); Miss 
Florence Hampson to Littleborough; Miss Emily Hicks 
to Glapwell; Miss Susannah G. Jackson to Felixstowe; 
Miss Lillian Morrow to Golborne; Miss Jennie F. Ritchie 
to Torquay; Miss Winifred H. Silvester to Paddington. 
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“7 can conscientiously recommend 
Benger’s to anyone with impaired 
digestion,’ Nurse—— 













Food 


for INFANTS, 
INVALIDS and the AGED. 


The constant prescription of 
Benger’s Food by leading Medical 
Authorities in the treatment of 
Enteric and other fevers, has stand- 
ardised this Food for all illnesses in- 
volving serious digestive disturbance 
or collapse, and whenever the 
lightest diet is essential. 









A ‘Candle’ which 


never burns out! 


THe Aladdinette is a wonderful new 
lighting device which completely super- 
sedes candles and nightlights. 


It gives a steady, soft candle light without 
the inconvenience of falling grease, needs 
no cleaning or attention, and will burn for 


100 HOURS FOR A PENNY! 


Aladdinettes are cheap enough to burn 
continually wherever just a light is needed. 
Even so they will save their initial 










Benger's Food is sold in sealea tins by Chemists, 
etc., everywhere. Prices 1/4, 2/3, 4/- and 8/6 


Nurses sample and full particulars post free, from 
BENGER’S FOOD, Ltd, MANCHESTER 


Branch Offices: New Yorks, 90, Beekman St., 
SYDNEY, 117, Pitt Street. 
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A BARGAIN 


‘ver 400 yards to be cleared at 


2/3 


Worth half as 
much again. 
FINE MAKE 
WIDE 


Send post- 
card for free 
pattern or P.O. 
for 3/6 for sample 
length of 1 yards— 
enough for a large apron. 


CHRISR. WILLIAMSON 
vept. N. 91, EDGWARE RD., W.2 




























YEAST IS LIFE! 


Irving’s Yeast-Vite Tablets. 


ordered Stomach, eta. i 

en out of sorts, fatigu or ressed, take 1 

tablets and feel fresh and exhilarated ina few mminstes 

Contain no harmful drugs. Safer, Quicker, and move 

Powerful than Aspirin. 

1/3, 2/9, and 5/-, of all chemists. 

We supply the treatment free to Physicians. Nurses, 

eo and Clinics; also patients who cannot afford 
‘Send for free box and descriptive treatise. 
Irving’s YEAST-VITB Laboratories, 

29 Red Lion Street, Clerkenwell, E.C. 1. 
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ALADDIN 


cost over and over 


All metal, with beautitul enamel! finish in Pink, 
Brown, Yellow, Green, Blue Red or White. 
From your Ironmonger or Stores) or if any 


difficulty, direct from Aladdin Industries Ltd. 
6 


again in a year. 
PRICE 


3/- 


FREE 3 


Town or Country ~ 
Cottage or Mansion~ 


you need the 


THE EVERLASTING CANDLE 


VAPOURISERS. 


For use with the Aladdinette. 


& 
SS ‘7 4 In the sickroom, the Vapouriser (for 
ee {PP 4 
aa $ 


evaporating medicated or perfumed anti- 
septics and diffusing the fumes) provides 


a ready means of ozonizing, cleansing, 
perfuming and disinfecting vitiated atmos 
phere, and as a protection to those 
necessarily exposed to dangers of infection. 


It renders the air of the “ stuffiest " room 
sweet and wholesome very quickly, and 


is a well-recognised valuable method of 
treatment for Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, 
Influenza, Nasal Catarrh, Spasmodic 
Croup, Whooping and other Coughs 
Obtain fron: your chemist the necessary 
vapourising antiseptic, medicated or 
perfumed. Pour sufficient into the saucer 
of the Vapouriser and then light the 
Aladdinette in the usual manner. Price 
1 Postage and Packing 3d. 


INDUSTRIES, LTD., 


309 Aladdin Buildings, 136 Southwark Street, 


London, S.E.1. 


West End Showreoms : 48 Mortimer St., Oxford Cirous, W.1 
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EXGLUSIVE 
MIL LINER Y 


Buy your millinery by 

post. Tne bonnet pictur- 

ed here is one of Sister 

Golding’s exclusive de- 

signs, and can only be 

obtained from the N.O.A. 

The “Margaret” is the 

most chic and attractive 

of dainty bonnets and is 

made from pure silk, with 

a large square hemstitch- 

ed veil which falls on the 

shoulders in perfectfolds. ** The Margaret " 
Can be worn for motoring 

or — using 19/11 and 22 6 
strings or fastenings. 

Put Four name and ad- Crépe-de-Chine 26/ 
dress, measurement of 
coiffure, and 19/11 in an 
envelope and your bonnet 
comes by return, 


NURSES’ OUTFITTING 
ASSOCIATION, LTD. 


CARLYLE HOUSE :: STOCKPORT 
London: 179, Victoria Street, S.W.1. 
Liverpool: 57b, Renshaw St, 
Manchester: 22, 23 & 24, Exchange Arcade, 
Deansgate. 
Birmingham: 3, Ryder St. Central Hall Bldgs, 
(corner of Cor poration St.) 
Newcastle: 147, Northumberiand St.(First Floor) 
Southampton: 3 Above Bar (First Floor), 


Extra quality, 28,6 





























—butafterall 
there is nothing 
to equal Icilma 


S) 


4 


— i ‘ > = 
nUnNRnMENA Hen HeNunHaNnHNANH eLiN URGE LAAELATTOLAGUALETTNTocgea nei TOUADOUVATONTATOTEUVADOOONOUOVELOEDODONUTOOOOODEDONDODOODODOODOOOOU ERI ODODROOE® 


Use this perfectly pure 


TOILET CREAM—it protects, preserves and beautifies. 


Icilma Cream is the daintiest toilet preparation 
possible—pleasant to use—pleasant to smell and 
quickly absorbed 

And what is even more important—Icilma Cream 
is sweetly pure through and through Only the 
best materials that money can buy are used in 
manufacture It is delightfully foamy, fragrant and 
absolutely NON-GREASY; and contains no starch, 
no poisons, no lead or z nc, and no harmful ingre 
dients of any kind. 

Don't risk your good looks by using an inferior 
toilet cream—insist on Icilma Cream. 


tcilm; 


Cream am > 


Price 1/3 per pot 
Use it daily and look your best. 


Cappenonnscanen sen nsenennsenavennneneyseaninveseuerensnatosneneransoncanenennevanssansennacsy seen ssenseaeeannenniannneny SF 








Into the 
World 


Baby's change of environment is sudden 
and serious. It demands preparation and 
constant care. The soundest course is for the 
Mother to take Cow & Gate Milk Food (Full 
Cream) regularly before and after birth. 


Gate 
Mill ‘Food 


This Food, ‘also sold in Half Cream, is 
proved by independent tests to be the most 
reliable form in which all the necessary 
elements can be assimilated. Prepared from 
the milk of selected English herds, softened 
and adapted to the feeblest digestion, it 
makes nursing the greatest maternal joy. 


The Half Cream is most suitable for direct 
feeding of infants up to three months of age. 


Each forms acomplete and pleasing dietary. 


FREE 
SAMPLE 


together wiih 


ULL CREAM i full particulars 


FOR INFANTS @ iNVALIDS and any advice or 


i. —_ ~ G. nforma'ion 
CS 
FRE 





desired will be 
Pre Sey 


g'acly sent post 

OTe WEST rma one : 
Hein Coy Cea neue ORD : free on receipt 
suppcieg, To of name and 


address. 


THE COMPLETE BABY FOOD FROM BIRTH 





Dept. 5, COW & GATE HOUSE, 
GUILDFORD, SURREY. 














it is well to mention “ The Nursing Times " 


when answering its Advertisements. 
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BREAST 


MILK FEEDING.*—Continued. 


by CATHERINE CHISHOLM, M.D.Manch., Hon. Physician for Children, Northern Hospital, 


Manchester, and Hon. 


1917 of the variations in chemical 
composition during the first eleven days shows 
that the order of variation in any group of 
individuals and also in anv individual from day to 
lav is fat, protein, lactose 

I lor each constituent there is a production 
plane and this plane is fixed for the tndivicual, 


\ review in 


independent of nutrition, and is dependent on 
the individual 

2 Little can bk 

constituents by 

An increase or 
companied by a change in the opposite direction 
percentage of fat and protein 

+. Protem mechanism is best regulated 
less dependent on factors controlling fat 
lactose than they are on each other. 

Drugs Appearing in Milk According 
These are: Salire cathartics, arsenic, salicylates, 
belladonna in full quantities, opium in poor milk 
mav be dangerous, icdides, bromides, ard mercury 
after prolonged ust 

Variability of Milk. 
Variability of milk is seen in : 
1. Difference in composition due to breed. 
2. Difference due to individuality— a superior 
individuality is one capable of using food in 
quantity above that required for maintenance 
and using its excess for milk production (Eccles 


done to alter the proportions 
feeding 


decrease in lactose is ac- 


and 
and 


and Reid). 
a Difference in same individual (a) at difterent 
milkings; (6) morning and evening milkine— fat 
is richer in morning than at night: (c) fore, mid 
and stripping; (@) according to length between 
meals— after long intervals percentage of all 
constituents is higner. 

4. Difference in individuals during lactation. 
Quantity diminishes at the end of lactation but 
the increase. Fat is most valuable, but 
protein rises considerably. In humans _ total 
nitrogen content falls. Fat declines for three 
months, then is constant four to five and rises 
at the end in cows. Sugar declines at the end. 
With regard to materials in diet of mother affecting 
milk, mothers in the fourth century were not 
allowed to take salt, acids bitter or sweet, or any- 
thing with a strong or fragrant odour. The sub- 
stances giving flavour aie said by Mvers to be 
purely aromatic acids. Certain drugs are known 
to affect the milk of the mother. With regard to 
vitamins, McCollum and Simmonds have shown 
that unless the nursing mother is receiving a diet 


s( lids 


\ post-graduate lecture delivered at the Manchester 
Pabies’ Hospital and reported in the Lancet. 


Physician, 


Manchester Babies’ Hospital. 


rich in fat-soluble A-vitamin the growth of the 
young is unsatisfactory, though for a time ner 
body has a reserve store The mother is able, for a 
time, to produce water-soluble B-vitamin from het 
reserve supply, thougn it is not in the food. They 
showed that inorganic salts also were necessary 

her dict though, again, for a_ time 
craw on her own reserves. They point out 
the human mother should have in ner diet « 
amount of milk _ and of leaf vegetables.’ 
enough that the diet shall furnish 

caloric value and enough protein, and shall afford 


she is able 


not enoug 
variety and palatability 

5. The influence of food is that when poorly- 
well-balanced milk 


fed cows are placed on a 
improved 


ration, production and quality 
But this change cannot go beyond the limit which 
breed or individuality is capable of producing 
carbohydrate 2} fat 
Nutritive ratio = aneemili 
prot in 
(To be continued,) 


are 





CENTRAL MIDWIVES’ BOARD. 
HE Standing Covmitiee met on March 20tl It 
ey reply to a letter from the Honorary Secretar 
of the Association of Inspectors of Midwives 
it was decided to inform her (a) that although the Board 
provides that pupil midwives shall be trained in sucl 
ophthalmia neonatorum, puerperal fever 
pemphigus breast feeding, etc., it does not con 
sider it practicable to provide that a definite perio 
should be set aside for the study of such subjects; (6) that 
the Board is taking steps to provide that pupil midwives 
shall have a proper standard of general knowledge, but 
that it does not consider it advisable at present to have 
a preliminary examination in general knowledge; that 
the Board does not regard a special examination as the 
best way of testing the capacity of a midwife to be 
teacher, and that the object desired is likely to be attained 
by an extension of post-certificate teaching throughout 
the country 
The Secretary of the Consultative Council of the Wels! 
Board of Health to be informed (a) that in preparing the 
Midwives’ Roll the Board is willing to insert at the end 
thereof figures showing the number of midwives in Wales 
and Monmouthshire who in the previous year have been 
notified as practising.; (b) that the Board regrets that 
it is contrary to Rule B.4 to print the Roll in geographical 
divisions or in any way other than in one single list and 
in alphabetical order, but is willing to ask the L.S.A. 
to transmit duplicate copies of the lists of practising 


subjects as 
rashes 


midwives 

A letter was read from Lucy Baldock asking if she is 
obliged to keep an ante-natal form in the manner sug- 
gested by the Local Supervising Authority of the are: 
in which she practises. It was agreed that she should be 
informed that the Board approved of the suggestion th 
a midwife should keep such a form as was referred to an 
that a letter should be addressed to the midwife informing 
her of the devision of the Board and a copy of the answer 
to be addressxd to the Local Supervising Authority 


+ 





310 
Central Midwives’ Board.— Continued. 
Approval as Lecturer. 
William Oxley M.R.C.S L.R.C.P 
Richard McPherson, M.B.: Hugh Williams 


Granted 
Adjourned 
M.B 
Approval as Teacher. 
{djourned Beatrice Scottish 
Granted subject to condition Margaret 
idjourned Lilian Stewart; [Louisa 
Refused.— Elizabeth King 


Rogers Conjoint 
Gilligan 


[rinham 
Bertha Taylor 


‘ 


Approval as Lecturer. 
Vincent Carruthers, M.D 
Hugh Willian M.B 

Approval as Teacher. 
Beatrice Scottish yn} ont 
Elizabeth stone subject 


Granted 
{djourned 


{diourned 
Granted 
Grace Nicol 

{djourned 
Whitmarsh 
Refused 


Roge rs 
nditions 
Hind 


Elizabeth Blanche 


Florence Blake 
Lengthened Training. 

[fhe Committee reported that it had had under very 
careful consideration the question of extending the period 
of midwifery training required of candidates for the Board’s 
examination, and that it was of opinion that the period 
of training should be increased; further that it had 
obtained the opinions of the various training institutions 
on the matter and considered suggestions made by them; 
and, further, that it had revised the rules so as to bring 
them into accord with its proposals, and it was agreed 
(a) that the period of training be increased to twelve 
months except that, in the case of those candidates who 
are qualified under Rule C. 1 (2) (a) (6) (c) and (d) of the 
rules referred to in the following paragraphs, the period 
nf training be increasea to six months: (b) that the 
Minister of Health be askec to order that the revised rules 
should come into force on January Ist, 1926 

The revised lists of examiners, lecturers, institutions 
homes and midwives at which, and under whom, pupil 
midwives may be trained, also the list of hospitals approved 
by the Board within the meaning of Rule E 
to 

Next meeting April 24th 


26 were agreed 
10.30 a.m 


Special Meeting. 
A special meeting of the Board was held on March 2Ist 
Struck Off. 

Elizabeth Amelia Ferguson C.M.B. examination, 
Middlesex Neglected two urgent summonses to a con- 
finement; did not visit until after the confinement and 
then neglected to examine the patient to take and record 
P. and T.; only paid two subsequent visits, but 
and entered complete records of the P. and T. for the 
ten days; failing to afford to the L.S.A. reasonable facili 
ties for inspection or to keep register of cases as required 

Chere was a great deal of conflicting evidence and some 
of the charges were admitted by the midwife The 
previous record showed that since 1918 she had been 
repeatedly warned by the L.S.A After a long, careful 
consideration of the case the Chairman said that the 
Board always took a very serious view of false temperature 
and pulse records. The midwife had shown herself to 
be an untrustworthy and untruthful woman and her 
name would be taken off the Roll 

Frances Smith, C.M.B. examination, Denbigh Being 
of unsober habits; not keeping bag of appliances scrupu- 
lously clean; not taking and recording P. and T.. or 
keeping register properly. Dr. Roberts, C.M.O.H., was 
present. The case needed long and careful consideration 
as very contradictory evidence was given. The midwife 
admitted that she did not record P. and T. and made up 
the register from rough notes “‘ when she was not busv.’ 
There was not any previous record, as the midwife had 
only practised in Denbigh since 1922 


made 


We do not know how cheap the seed of happiness are, 
or we should scatter them oftener 
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A.P.T.S.M. 


The twentieth annual meeting was held at Cam House, 
Campden Hill, last week Lt.-Col. F. E. Fremantle, 
M.P., who presided, congratulated the Association on 
the vast and important work it had accomplished c uring 
the past twenty years and announced that H.R.H 
Princess Beatrice had consented to become President 
of the Council, in place of the late Princess Christian 

Lady Barrett, M.D., M.S said that the national 
importance of the work of midwives, who attended about 
four-sevenths of the births in the country, could not be 
over-estimated \ midwife had to acquire a habit of 

this was not easv especially in six months. She 
had to know when abnormal conditions were present, or 
the whole confinement would go wrong if medical help 
was not obtained in time. She had to realise when she 
did not know except that the case was not normal and not 
abnormal, but that she was up against something 
much more profound than it looked Then by the rules 
a midwife having sent for medical help one had to remain 
with the patient and do her best. This meant great 
resource of character, et« On the watchful care of the 
midwife much depended Her social influence was also 
very great Women of real character were needed, a 
longer, fuller training was desirable, and midwives should 
be better paid, well enough to be able to live in a proper 
way 

Miss Margaret Bondfield, M.P., particularly emphasised 
the value of the midwife from the mother’s point of view, 
especially in the crowded areas where rest and comfort 
was impossible even at the time of confinement She 
deplored the fact that there were still so many rural areas 
totally unprovided with midwives and trusted that the 
Association with its broad views and wide visions would 
be successful in lessening the present shortage. Miss 
Bondfield enumerated the various grants that could be 
secured through the Ministry of Health, which fully 
appreciated the important work of midwives. 


asepsis ; 


MATERNITY SCHEMES. 


In the House of Commons on Wednesday Commander 
Bellairs asked the Minister of Health, in view of the 
prevalent overcrowding and the resulting increased need 
of maternity wards at hospitals, whether he would state 
what assistance the Government would give in regard 
to capital expenditure and annual outlay so as to enable 
welfare centres, borough councils, and hospital com- 
mittees to prepare schemes at once ? 

Mr. Wheatley, in reply, said that he was ready to give 
sympathetic consideration to proposals for the provision 
of maternity beds in areas where there was need for 
additional accommodation, and to pay grants not exceed- 
ing 50 per cent. of approved capital and annual mainten- 
ance expenditure. The grant in aid of capital expendi- 
ture usually took the form of an annual payment based 
on the sum received for interest on and repayment of 
capital within a fixed period 


We are asked to state that a resolution dealing with 
employment of certified midwives only, for care of the 
lving-in woman, was suggested but not put to the meeting 


of the Scottish Midwives’ Association 


An up-to-date maternity ward has been opened at 
St. Giles’s Hospital, Brunswick Square, Camberwell. 
All particulars can be had from the Medical Officer of 
Health. 


There are 3,000 health visitors, 2,400 infant welfare 
centres and ante-natal clinics, 350,000 mothers and their 
babies under supervision. And last year the infant 
mortality rate was the lowest on record. The cost is 
nearly two million pounds yearly. These figures are from 
the annual report of the National League for Health, 
Maternity and Child Welfare, the offices of which are at 
that hive of industry, Carnegie House, Piccadilly, London, 
Ww. 








